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Please scan this QR code to watch the video
displaying all our dedicated educators. 

Dr. Robert WRIGHT
Associate Professor 
Custodian, “Wall of Honours”
PolyU Strategic Plan 

Prof. Kwok-yin WONG
Vice President (Education)

With 85 years of proud tradition, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) is a
world-class university ranking among the world's top 100 institutions. Guided by our
motto: "To learn and to apply, for the benefit of mankind", we are committed to
nurturing future-ready leaders through a professionally-oriented education which helps
our students to develop themselves as critical thinkers, effective communicators,
innovative problem solvers and socially responsible global citizens.

At PolyU, we foster a culture that values teaching and learning and motivates teachers to
excel. We are proud to have a graduate population exceeding 400,000 taking up
professions in various sectors of society and regions worldwide. This pride cannot be
made possible without our academic members' dedication to teaching and research, as
well as their unfailing commitment to strive for excellence.

I am pleased their passion for education is being shared here with a broader audience
via the second edition of this booklet on "Recognising Dedicated Educators" and the
updated accompanying video. I extend my appreciation to our Dedicated Educators who
have made and will continue to make significant contributions to the growth of our
students and the university as a whole.

December 2022

The timely compilation of this booklet and the accompanying updated promotional
video, in line with the 85th Anniversary of our university, further showcases the
“inclusiveness” of what it means when we are “Opening minds · Shaping the Future”.

Compiling and updating this booklet, originating from our inaugural release in 2020, has 

been a truly humbling and inspiring experience. It showcases our award-winning 

educators (in learning & teaching) spanning across every disciplinary field of our 

university covering six (6) Faculties and three (3) Schools. Within these pages, you will 

notice great researchers hooked on teaching and great teachers hooked on research.
They represent the full range of our teachers, researchers and administrators who have 

all gone the extra mile in making a difference in the lives of our students. Through their 

words, you will witness first-hand, the spirit of what makes our PolyU a truly world-class 

place “To learn and to apply for the benefit of mankind.”Reading their testimonies o
n what drives them as educators will give us reason for pause, reflection, and t
he knowledge that our future generation have great promise for a better tomorrow…

I wish to extend my sincere appreciation to all Faculty / School Deans and colleagues for 

supporting this important strategic initiative in recognising our most dedicated and 

outstanding educators; and to the two outstanding student helpers (Miss Janice LAM Yin 

On and Miss Marvy Yusi DENG) for helping make this booklet a masterpiece in its own 

right! Indeed “if you want to go fast, go alone; if you want to go far, go together.”



Recognising Dedicated Educators 
School of Design 

Dr. Ir. Gerhard Bruyns 
Associate Professor (Environmental and 
Interior Design) 

Teaching and Development Grant, 2020 
The Faculty-School Awards for Outstanding 
Achievement, 2019/20 
The Dean’s Award for Outstanding Teaching 
Performance, 2015 

“Make students part of the education journey”
Design educators are tasked with the purpose to ensure
that young talent merge with creative and critical skills.
Moreover, educators need to continuously seek other
ways through which knowledge and design synthesize,
balancing professional needs with the interest and the
potentials of each student. 
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Teaching Fellow
 School of Accounting and Finance 

HKICS Teaching Award, 2016
Faculty Prize for Outstanding
Performance (Teaching), 2012/13 
Faculty Award for Outstanding
Performance (Team Teaching),
2012/13 

Dr. Stephen Chan 

Without any passion for teaching, I am nothing. I am
blessed with the enjoyment of teaching and interaction with
our students during their learning experience at our
university. Being passionate helps me to truly care about
our students' learning process which allows each of them to
know their strengths and what they can do to improve both
academic performance and personal growth. 

Faculty of Business 
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We are not responsible for, nor in control of how we are born;
but we are responsible for how we turn out in the end. What
we do with our lives makes the difference; but we all need
help along the way. Great is the teacher who can help the
students discover their potential; making a difference in other
people’s lives is fulfillment of our own. Being part of
something bigger than ourselves carries its own reward. 

THE Asia Teaching and Learning 
Strategy of the Year Award, 2022 (for 
PolyU) 
UGC Teaching Award, 2016 (Team)
Teaching Award, 2007 (Team), Faculty 
of Engineering, PolyU
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Service-Learning and Leadership Office

Dr. Stephen Chan
Consultant
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IEEE Computer Society Computer 
Science and Engineering Undergraduate 
Teaching Award, 2015 
President’s Award for Excellent 
Performance/Achievement (Teaching), 
2015/16 
President’s Award for Excellent 
Performance/Achievement (Teaching), 
2010/11 
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I believe that care is the foundation of teaching/education. On the other
hand, CARES reflects a conceptual model (Computing for Application,
Research, Entrepreneurship and Services) with three layers for
supporting computing education. The central/middle layer is the course
layer, defining the body of knowledge. There is a core layer underneath
the course layer, teaching students how to think and solve problems.
There is also an important development layer above the course layer. As
teachers, we should inspire students to develop in different areas:
application (applying knowledge), research (advancing knowledge),
entrepreneurship (innovating knowledge), and service (serving with
knowledge). 

Faculty of Engineering 

Dr. Henry Chan
Associate Professor & Associate Head
Department of Computing

Recognising Dedicated Educators 



Dr. Daniel W.M. Chan
Associate Professor (Construction Project 
Management) and Associate Head (Teaching)
Department of Building and Real Estate

Faculty of  Construction and Environment

Teaching is a career that is both meaningful and
challenging. Our students need active and experiential
learning to apply what they have learned from class and
then put theory and skills into practice in innovating and
benefiting the professions and the society at large. I wish to
continue to become an excellent teacher who can achieve
teaching excellence in the years to come.

Achiever of an overall average SFQ score 
among the top 20% of BRE academic 
staff members 2019/20 and 2020/21
BRE Departmental Award for 
Outstanding Teacher 2018/19 
(Individual Award)
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Prof. Shui Duen Chan
Research Professor
Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies

Faculty of Humanities 

President’s Award for outstanding 
performance in knowledge transfer 
(benefiting the education sector), 2021
Faculty Award for outstanding
performance in knowledge transfer 
(benefiting the education sector), 2021
Medal of Honor for valuable contribution 
to HK education sector, especially in 
language education & research, HKSAR, 
2015

Knowledge is an important means to make change to life.
Education enables more people to have access to
knowledge, and hopefully more lives can be improved for
achieving a better world. I see this as the most important
mission of an educator.
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Prof. Engle Angela Chan & team 
Professor and Interim Head
(clockwise from top right, Dr. Arkers Wong, 
Mr. Timothy Lai, Dr. Betty Chung)
School of Nursing

We have been working with a group of dedicated academics in
Australia, the United Kingdom, and Sweden through
internationalisation at home (IaH) to promote students’ intercultural
learning, which was continued over the pandemic through
technology. Graduates of today, nurses included, are to be inter-
culturally adaptable. We are grateful to be working with a fabulous
team of overseas collaborators and developing new links not only at
the undergraduate but postgraduate levels. It is rewarding to learn
that students have not only gained their international experience of
various clinical practice but also their heightened awareness of
cultural issues involved in research respectively. 

Faculty Team Award in Teaching, 2021 
(nominated for the President’s Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in Teaching)
Faculty Prize in Teaching, 2014/15
Funding recipient of PolyU’s Overseas 
Scholarship Scheme for Teaching 
Development (overseas study visit to the 
University of Brighton, UK), November 2014

Faculty of Health and Social Sciences
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School of Design 

Mr. Chan Cheung Michael 
Senior Teaching Fellow

Faculty/School Awards for Outstanding 
Achievement 2019/20 – Teaching 
(Individual) 

In the past 17 years, I have tried to 
1. Provide university students with a real-life experience of executing an            
education and service project which has a direct impact. 
2. Respect, appreciate and preserve the local culture and environment,
and to promulgate the concept of sustainability. 
3. Improve the lives of underprivileged villages in remote areas of
Mainland China, Japan, and other countries through design. 
4. Foster better communication, mutual understanding, and work
integration between students in Hong Kong, Mainland China, and
overseas, as well as providing experiential learning opportunities. 
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Faculty of Business 

Dr. Simon C.H. Chan
Teaching Fellow
Department of Management and Marketing

Faculty Prize for Outstanding 
Performance/Achievement in 
Teaching, 2020/21
Departmental Nominee for the 
2017 University Grants Committee 
Teaching Award (Early Career 
Faculty Members)

My teaching philosophy as a teaching fellow is to stimulate
students’ interest of their knowledge in a fun and innovative
learning environment. My teaching role is to guide students in
the searching for new knowledge (discover), access to hands-on
activities (design) and provide opportunities for them to reach
their learning goals (deliver). In a personal perspective, teaching
provides an opportunity for continual learning and provide
significant impact on student learning.
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Educational Development Centre 

Hong Kong University Grants Committee 
Teaching Award 2022, Collaborative 
Teams category 
Principal Fellow, Advance HE (PFHEA)
Distinguished Fellow, Association for 
Writing Across the Curriculum (lifetime 
designated award) 

A futures mindset is crucial for educators and students alike
in a world where VUCA or TUNA – turbulence, uncertainty,
novelty, and ambiguity – predominate. Appraising the four
aspects as critical processes that are present in any system
that grows and evolves, educators are in an exciting position
to strategically shape the future of education with innovative
pedagogies, sound principles, and new affordances.
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Dr. Julia Chen & team
Dr. Julia Chen (3rd left; Director of 
Educational Development and Team leader), 
Mr. Carlson Tong, SBS, JP (UGC Chairman), 
Dr. Grace Lim (5th left; Teaching Fellow; 
English Language Centre)

Recognising Dedicated Educators 
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Faculty of Health and Social Sciences

Senior Fellow, Higher Education Academy 
(now Advance HE), UK
Faculty Award in Teaching (nominated for 
the President’s Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Teaching), 2022
Outstanding International Psychologist 
Award, American Psychological 
Association Division 52 (International 
Psychology), 2022

Prof. Sylvia Xiaohua Chen
Professor and Associate Dean
Department of Applied Social Sciences

I believe research and teaching are interconnected and
complementary. As a psychologist, I aim to stimulate and foster
the acquisition and understanding of psychological knowledge,
encourage learning outside the classroom and applying
psychological theories to everyday life, and endeavour to train
students in research skills and scholarly work. It has been an
immensely rewarding experience for me to grow as an educator
and a scholar together with my mentees and students.

Recognising Dedicated Educators 



As engineers, we can contribute to engineering developments
that help our community thrive. Engineering students are in
desperate need of well-rounded and ethical individuals who are
highly competent in their respective fields. I teach at PolyU
because here I have the privilege of helping each of my
students develop his/her skills, interests and abilities. I believe
there is an environment at PolyU to develop the whole person
intellectually, professionally and spiritually. Being a part of that
adventure – I explore my beliefs and share my knowledge and
experience to my students, and enable our graduates to assume
leadership roles in their careers.

Professor

Faculty Merit Award for Best
Teaching, 2003 

Department of Electrical Engineering

Prof. Eric Cheng
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Faculty of Engineering 
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Teaching is a life-long learning process with new technologies
changing how and where we engage with students. By
continuously striving to incorporate new and innovative
strategies into our teaching, we not only enhance students’
learning experience but also further our development as
effective teachers. By nurturing students’ self-directed and
collaborative learning skills through various digital tools and
platforms, we can better prepare them to embrace the
opportunities ahead. 

Faculty of Health and Social Sciences

Dr. Allen Cheong (top left 1st) & team 
Associate Professor
(from top left to right, Dr Andrew Lam; Associate
Head, Prof. Henry Chan; Professor, Dr Jessica
Neuville; Clinical Associate, Mr Jimmy Tse; Clinical
Associate, Mr Kenny Lau; Senior Resident
Optometrist, Mr Kenny Chung; Senior Resident
Optometrist, Ms Lena Li; Senior Resident
Optometrist)
School of OptometryFaculty Team Award in Teaching, 2022

Nominated for the President’s Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in Teaching (Team)
Departmental Teaching Excellence Award 
(Team), 2021/22
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Dr. Hilda Cheung Hiu Dan
Instructor
Department of Building Environment and 
Energy Engineering

Faculty/School Awards for 
Outstanding Performance/ 
Achievement (Teaching) for the 
Academic Year 2013/14
BSE Departmental Teaching Award for 
the Academic Year 2012/13

Faculty of  Construction and Environment

The most delightful thing about teaching is to know
my students are better than me and I actually can
learn from them.

Recognising Dedicated Educators 
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Faculty of Business 

Prof. Petrus Choy 
Professor of Practice (Shipping Finance) 
Department of Logistics and Maritime 
Studies 

Faculty Award – Services, 2014/15 
Faculty Prize – Teaching, 2013/14 

Throughout my life, I have experienced excellent teachers, who
enlightened me the passion to teach. Because of them, I have developed
what I believe are the five essential guiding principles of teaching: (i)
SHARE: S (Satisfaction) H (Harmony/Hard-working) A (Accountable) R
(Respect/Recognition) E (Enthusiasm), (ii) be in another man’s shoes, (iii)
“We build too many walls and not enough bridges” (Isaac Newton), (iv)
build and transform applications and innovations into teaching and (v) the
building blocks of best teaching are approachable, caring, commitment,
humility, inspirational, love, passion, practical, professional, resourceful
and trustworthy. Undoubtedly, 2019/2020 was a challenging academic
year. I strongly believe that the above five essential guiding principles are
the cornerstone to guide us through difficult periods now and ahead. 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 

Students’ active participation is crucial for an effective
teaching environment. Online teaching provides new
tools that make it easier for students to actively
participate in class in a comfortable way. I am grateful
for all the efforts by my PolyU colleagues who help
making online teaching a success. 

Dr. Achim I. Czerny 
Associate Professor 
Department of Logistics and Maritime
Studies

Faculty Prize Teaching, 2017

Faculty of Business 
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School of Hotel and Tourism Management 
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Prof. Basak Denizci Guillet 
Professor of Revenue Management  

Nomination for Teaching Excellence
Award for the School of Hotel & Tourism
Management, 2009, 2011, 2012 and 2019
President's Award for Excellent
Performance and Achievement in
Teaching, 2012 
Teaching Excellence Award, School of
Hotel & Tourism Management, 2012

I teach to be able to look back and say, “I made a positive
change in people’s lives”. Throughout my professional life, I
wish to remain committed to life, living up to my fullest
potential. I pursue to be a professor who makes a difference
in the world. This way I pay tribute to my own teachers that
changed my life at moments where I would have made poor
choices, or failed to fulfill my destiny and potential in life. In
teaching, I repay them and hopefully complete the cycle –
the cycle that others started. 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 
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Faculty of Health and Social Sciences 

Dr. Allen Dorcas
Senior Teaching Fellow
Department of Applied Social Sciences 

Two-time nominee for the University’s 
President’s Awards in Teaching  
Faculty Award in Teaching, 2012/13 
Departmental Teaching Award, 
Department of Nursing and Health 
Sciences (now School of Nursing), 
1998/99 

It is an honor and a privilege to guide others along a path
that has meaning and value, a path that allows us all to grow
in knowledge about ourselves and the world we live in and to
learn skills that make navigating this world a bit easier and
more fulfilling. Teaching to me is to a large extent facilitating
others to find their unique strengths and supporting them as
they grow in their ability to trust and rely more and more on
these strengths as they forge their way in the world.

Recognising Dedicated Educators 
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Prof. Lolita T. Edralin
Professor of Practice (Accounting)
School of Accounting and Finance 

Faculty Prize for Outstanding 
Achievement in Services 
(Individual award), 2019/20 
Faculty Prize for Outstanding 
Achievement in Teaching (Team 
award), 2019/20 

Faculty of Business 

Teaching at the university is the culmination of a long-
time dream of sharing my knowledge and experience
with the next generation, and it is my way of contributing
to society to the best of my capacity. No matter the times
we live in, good or bad, peaceful or challenging, the drive
for quality education never stops. We adapt, we thrive,
and we keep going. That is the determination I witness in
the PolyU community. 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 



27

Faculty Team Award in Teaching,
2018/19 
Departmental Outstanding Teaching 
 Award, 2018/19 
Two times i-CREATe gSIC competition
Gold award in recent years 

Prof. Kenneth Fong (3rd left) & team 
Professor
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences 

Guiding students to maximize their creativity is one of our
fulfillment. We love to see how students integrate what they
learnt in our course with their boundless creativity. It is a
success for us to witness how the students turned their
imagination into real products that can truly help our
patients! 

Faculty of Health and Social Sciences 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 
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Faculty of Humanities 

Mr. Adam Forrester
Assistant Dean of Faculty of Humanities
English Language Centre

Won Faculty Team Award for 
Outstanding Performance / 
Achievement 2015/16 (teaching)
Nominee to President's Team Award 
(Teaching), 2015/16

Students need to collaborate, communicate, think
critically and be creative to excel at university. This is
true whether you are studying online or face-to-face.
Your GPA is important, but don’t forget to make the most
of your time at university. And, always question what you
are asked to do. 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 

Reimagine Education – Short 
Listed, 2016 
Faculty Merit Award in Teaching 
(Individual) 2013/14 

Dr. Walter S.L. Fung 
Teaching Fellow
Department of Computing 

It is an honor to be a teacher, transiting myself from
industry into academia. I love to communicate with
students to learn from their exciting insights. The world has
changed so rapidly to make learning itself a big challenge.
While technology can always help to facilitate better
acquisition of knowledge, interpersonal interactions should
be even more vital. As a teacher I wish to spare extra effort
to look for the talent of individuals – “leave no one behind”
is my philosophy. 

Faculty of Engineering 
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Faculty of Business 

Teaching economics continues to be a very rewarding
experience. It continuously challenges me to present ideas
and articulate concepts in a manner that resonates with
students by making it contextual with their life experiences.
Through the learning environment, I strive to make students
realize that economics is a very powerful way of thinking,
whose mastery would provide them with an edge in not just
their future vocation but also in their personal lives. 

Dr. Sudeep Ghosh 
Teaching Fellow 
School of Accounting and Finance 

AF Team Teaching Award, 2019/20 
FB Faculty Team Teaching Prize, 
2019/20 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 
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School of Design

Mr. Peter Hasdell
Associate Dean of Academic Programmes,
BA (Hons) Programme Leader

Dean’s award: Teaching Award 2013/14

As Associate Dean and BA programme leader, my role is to
facilitate acquisition of competence, whilst instilling critical
values in students' learning pathways. This intends to enable
their innovation capabilities and future leadership.
I foster a culture of learning, innovation and exploration able
to deal with tomorrow’s issues through teaching and
research. My integrative approach is highlighted through the
6 international awards received in 2021-22 – including the
prestigious UIA2030 / UN Habitat first prize for “House of
Dreams” - a research by design collaborative project done
under Insitu Project – a research platform I run. 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 



Dr. Susan Ho Chi Fong 
Senior Teaching Fellow 
Department of Applied Biology & Chemical 
Technology 

My teaching philosophy is “To awaken the natural curiosity of
the mind”, where a curious student mind observes more than
one might speculate. I find when teachers bring energy and
excitement into the classroom, it spreads and stimulates
learning. I hope that this creates a comfortable – rather than
stressful environment, where learning becomes enjoyable, with
the realization that any learning difficulties encountered are
treated as opportunities to explore misconceptions, and thus
easily overcome. It’s invigorating to experience many individual
backgrounds and experiences of students, as I encourage them
to teach me as I teach them. 

Faculty of Science

Internal nominee for UGC Teaching 
Award, 2018 
Two Faculty Awards for Outstanding  
Performance/Achievements, 2005/06 
and 2013/2014 
Department Teaching Awards, 2005, 
2009-2012, 2014 

34

Recognising Dedicated Educators 



Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Performance and Achievement in 
Teaching 2019/20
Nominated for President’s Awards for 
Outstanding Achievement, 2019/20

Ms. Anna Ho & team
(Ms. Man Chan, Mr. Richard Charles,
Mr. Christopher Shepard, Ms. Denise 
Cheung, Mr. Eric Tindall, Mr. James 
Evans, Ms. Kira Rimrott) 
(from left to right)
English Language Centre 

The core business of all educational institutions is learning.
Through education, we hope our students learn the knowledge,
not of facts, but of values. Our team is grateful to have had the
opportunity to realise this teaching philosophy through
Service-Learning. Similar to our students, our team has gained
much in return through serving. Our world vision, our sense of
social responsibility, and our understanding of our role as
educators have all been strengthened. We thank PolyU, and
especially our students, for these opportunities. 

Faculty of Humanities 
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Dr. Li-Ta Hsu 
Associate Head and Associate Professor, 
Limin Endowed Young Scholar in 
Aerospace Navigation
Department of Aeronautical and Aviation 
Engineering 

I am thankful to be an educator, not only teaching my
students but also learn from them and grow with them in
knowledge and life. My biggest reward in life is to see the
achievements of students and their happy faces with
pride. I am very proud to be a true friend of my students. 

Faculty of Engineering 

Faculty's Merit Award in Teaching,  
2019/20 
Awardee of the PolyU Grant for the 
Large Equipment for Teaching 
Purpose- Flight Mechanics, Vehicle 
Guidance, Navigation and Control 
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Faculty of Business Prize for 
Outstanding Performance/Achievement 
in Teaching, 2019 
AF Award for Outstanding Performance/ 
Achievement in Teaching (both in 
individual and team category), 2019 
Ph.D. Outstanding Teaching Award, 
University of Florida, 2016 

Dr. Yong (Jimmy) Jin 
Associate Professor 
School of Accounting and Finance 

My teaching philosophy is to teach students ‘how to fish’
rather than just to ‘give a man a fish.’ Understanding the big
picture and application scenarios are much more important
than just doing some calculation and practices. I love to
communicate with my students and share my experience in
both academic and industry, which is beyond the textbook. 

Faculty of Business 
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Faculty of Health and Social Sciences 

I am indebted to all the companions who made this journey
of developing and integrating digital resources to teaching
optometry subjects so fulfilling and joyful (in particular, Dr
Patrick TING, who helps make the many video clips, and Dr
Tsz-wing LEUNG, who helps teach ophthalmic optics). These
resources would not be possible without the continuous
support of teaching grants recognizing their value of
existence in the digital world. 

Prof. Chea-su Kee
Interim Head & Professor
School of Optometry 

Faculty Award in Teaching, 2019/20
Faculty Team Prize in Teaching, 2014/15 
Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant 
by University of Houston College of 
Optometry, 2002 
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Faculty Prize for Outstanding 
Performance/Achievement in Teaching, 
2021/22
Departmental Nominee for the University 
Grants Committee Teaching Award,  2019 
(Early Career Faculty Members)
PolyU Experiential Teaching and Learning in 
Newly Renovated Classrooms Award, 2018
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Dr. Annie Ko
Teaching Fellow
Department of Management and Marketing

Faculty of Business 

I cherish the beauty of how life influences life! I am so
grateful to have the opportunity to help my students to
achieve their academic goals, to instill a love of learning,
and to nurture their personal and professional
development. I look forward to seeing students flourish
and inspire others for positive change in their careers and
beyond. Happy learning! 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 
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School of Fashion and Textiles

Dr. Chung-Wha (Chloe) Ki
Assistant Professor

ITC Outstanding Teaching Award, 2021
"Fashion Metaverse Lab: The metaverse 
for fashion business and design 
education" teaching project, in which 
Dr. Ki serves as the Pl, was funded for 
Strategic Plan 

"A teacher takes a hand, opens a mind, and touches a
heart." I wish to become one of those educators who
engages with, enlightens, and inspires students to become
more than what they thought they could be. As an educator,
I believe we are given so many opportunities to make an
impact on the lives of students.

Recognising Dedicated Educators 
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Teaching Excellence Award, School 
of Hotel and Tourism Management, 
2016 
2 Nominations for the SHTM 
Teaching  Excellence Award in 2015 
& 2014 

Dr. Deniz Kucukusta 
Associate Professor 

As a teacher, what excites me most is to see students as
positive learners that accept themselves as they already
are, and ready to take challenges for improvement. I like
creating an environment of sharing, creativity, and
exploring the growth potential of my students. 

School of Hotel and Tourism Management 
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Ir. Christopher C.L. Kwan
Senior Teaching Fellow
Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering 

It is a great honour to have opportunities to guide and interact
with our youngsters while they are getting out of their comfort
zones either to serve disadvantaged groups in a service-
learning setting or to accomplish engineering tasks of various
complexities through theory-practice integration during the
WIE summer internship and the capstone design project. I
believe these sorts of learning experiences are indispensable
for inspiring and nurturing them to become technically and
ethically competent leaders and lifelong learners in civil
engineering profession. 

Faculty Award for Outstanding
Achievement in Teaching (Team
Award), 2021
Departmental Teaching Excellence
Award, 2019 

Faculty of  Construction and Environment

44
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Dr. Joseph Lai 
Associate Head and Associate Professor
Department of Building Environment and 
Energy Engineering 

 45 

Excellent teachers should be knowledgeable, know
what students need to know, and teach the best for
them to grow. This, over the years, has been my motto. 

Teaching Excellence Award, Faculty of 
Construction and Environment, 2019
Distinguisher Educator Award, International 
Facility Management Association, 2018
Dean’s Award for Outstanding Achievement in 
Academic Programme Development, Faculty 
of Construction and Environment, 2016  

Faculty of Construction and Environment 
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Faculty Merit Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Teaching (Individual), 2022
Faculty Merit Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Teaching (Team) 2018/19, 
Team Leader
Finalist, eLearning Forum Asia (eLFA) Awards 
- Community Outreach Award, 2020

Dr. Pauli Lai
Teaching Fellow
Department of Electronic and Information 
Engineering

Faculty of Engineering 

COVID-19 has reminded me of the importance of human
interconnection. Teachers and students still need to connect
and interact, albeit in a new format amid the pandemic.
Through applying AI technologies to education, I have
developed new initiatives to help students learn with fun and
interactions. Meanwhile, I care about nurturing positive values
in students with service-learning, in addition to acquiring
knowledge in discipline. As a pilot in the education journey, I
am charged with the mission of navigating students to sail
against the headwinds of the pandemic in their quest for
knowledge and the shaping of personalities.

Recognising Dedicated Educators 

Dr. Pauli Lai & team
Teaching Fellow ( 3rd left) 
Mr. Ivan Lau (2nd left; Instructor), 
Mr. Richard Pang (1st left; Instructor)
Department of Electronic and Information 
Engineering

Faculty of Engineering 

Faculty Merit Award in Teaching (Team), 
2018/19

Having led service-learning trips to Cambodia and Vietnam,
enhanced engineering students' spoken English through
Toastmasters Club, and promoted peer interactions between
students by implementing challenge games, our teaching team
believes that education can be dynamic and diversified. As
educators, we find teaching and learning as a reciprocal process
and it takes two to tango. Interactions amongst teachers and
students are thus of significance. In this regard, let's work hand
in hand to explore and fulfil the mission of education!
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School of Design 

Dr. Newman Lau 
Associate Professor 

Outstanding Achievement in 
Knowledge Transfer – Individual 
Award: Society, 2021
Dean’s Awards for Outstanding 
Teaching Performance, 2015
Teaching and Learning Innovation 
Award – First Runner-up, 2010

Having been teaching here for more than two decades,
the most challenging thing is the diversity in teaching
and learning, as education is not one size fits all.
Especially in design, we have to explore the talent of
individuals, identify their strengths and work with them
to ignite their potentials…
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Faculty of Engineering 

Dr. Hin Chung Lau 
Senior Teaching Fellow
Department of Biomedical Engineering

Faculty Outstanding Award in Teaching 
(Individual), 2019/20 
Co-inventor of “Gongyeh” (講嘢): an 
app for students’ presentation video 
recording and real-time peer feedback 

Students should grasp every opportunity they have at
university to explore and to equip themselves differently
from their peers before embarking on their careers. I am
here to cultivate collaborative learning through inter-
faculty multidisciplinary student design projects for a
unique learning experience for students. 
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Faculty of Business 

Dr. Justin Law
Senior Teaching Fellow 
School of Accounting and Finance 

Teaching Prize from School of
Accounting & Finance, 2020 
Team Teaching Award from School of  
Accounting & Finance, 2020 
Team Teaching Prize from Faculty of
Business, 2020 

It is a special privilege for being an educator - Not only you
can share your domain knowledge and experience with
your students, but you also think together with them to
explore new insights. What’s more: you can potentially
awaken their curiosity and see them grow in the process.
There is so much you can learn and do to make this
privilege a truly special one. 
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Faculty of Science

Dr Joseph Lee & team
Associate Professor
Mr. Frankie Tsoi (1st left; Instructor), Mr. 
Adam Leung (2nd left; Instructor)
Department of Applied Mathematics 

Faculty Awards for Outstanding 
Achievement 2022 – Teaching (Team 
Award)

We believe that learning and teaching in this era of internet
should be boundaryless. With Massive Open Online Courses
(MOOC), students can explore different areas of knowledge
and learn from intellectuals over the world. It also enables
educators to extend their impact of teaching, reaching every
potential student.
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Associate Professor 
Department of Biomedical Engineering 

Dr. Thomas Ming Hung Lee 

Faculty Award for Outstanding Achievement 
in Teaching (Individual), 2022 
Commercialization of the outcome of a 
teaching and learning project through 
startup funds from PolyU and HKSTP 
(Gongyeh 講嘢: An app to help students 
improve their presentation skills and 
enhance students' engagement in 
classmates' presentations)
BME Best Teacher Award, 2016

Education, at all levels, should not only impart
knowledge and skills but also core values. I find my out-
of-class chitchat with students most impactful. We
support each other in various domains and our bonding
is lifelong. I hope that I can have positive impact on all
my students. 

Faculty of Engineering 
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Faculty of Engineering

Dr. Hong Va Leong
Associate Professor and Associate Head 
(Teaching & Learning)
Department of Computing

Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Teaching (Team), 
2022

Students nowadays possess a broad spectrum of knowledge and
know very well in using powerful tools. They are strong at know-
how instead of know-why, capable of quickly producing coarse
work-around solutions, but not well-designed solutions to
unanticipated problems. To attain this high goal, their valuable skill
sets should be complemented with good fundamental knowledge
and strong analytical ability, especially in this ever-evolving
Computing discipline. University education is not simply about
knowledge, but also meta-knowledge: not only to teach students
how to fish, but also to equip them with the problem-solving ability
to fish under unpredictable weathers using unseen tools.

Recognising Dedicated Educators 
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School of Fashion and Textiles

Ms. Jackie Leung
Instructor

ITC Outstanding Teaching Award, 
2022

I believe that effective learning and teaching relies on
interactive communications between teacher and students.
Idea exchange processes occurring both inside and outside
the classroom enhance knowledge transfer and stimulate
innovative ideas, which is especially important in the design-
related discipline. Therefore, maintaining fruitful interaction
with students is a core element in my teaching philosophy. 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 

Prof. Vincent Leung
Professor of Practice (Marketing)
Department of Management & Marketing

Second Prize winner of International Contest 
on Blended Teaching and Learning, 2021 
(ICBTL2021)
2021 Silver Award, Virtual/Augmented 
Reality. QS-Wharton Reimagine Education 
Awards Winners, 2021
As one of the project coordinators of 
Teaching Integrity and Ethics on Business in 
HKBU (2015-18) and the project team 
subsequently earned the UGC Teaching 
Award, 2020

Faculty of Business 

As a marketing and entrepreneurship educator, I want to
share my industry experience, career management skills,
practical thinking tools, design thinking, technologies, and
my reflections on success and failure. My role is to embark
students on their first mile in their lifelong journey of
pursuing a better self. I can’t teach students anything if
they are not open to learning. My philosophy is to train
students to think and unleash their brain powers to solve
problems creatively.
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While teachers play a vital role in meeting the learning
needs of students, the effectiveness of teaching and
learning also depends on the effort of students and
colleagues. I believe the goals of professional education
are to develop students’ problem-solving skills and
lifelong learning capabilities. 

AF Team Award for Outstanding 
Performance / Achievement in 
Teaching, 2019/20 
AF Award for Outstanding 
Performance / Achievement in 
Teaching, 2018/19 
Two-time nominee for the AF Award 
for Outstanding Performance / 
Achievement in Teaching 

Dr. David Li 
Lecturer 
School of Accounting and Finance 

Faculty of Business 
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Prof. Li Li
Associate Director of PolyU Academy for 
Interdisciplinary Research, and Professor
Institute of Sports Science and Technology

School of Fashion and Textiles

Teaching and learning are processes of discovery that provide
opportunities to share enthusiasm and creative ideas. Through
the knowledge discovery journey, students do not just grow with
foundational academic knowledge and necessary skills, such as
critical thinking and problem solving, but also retain their
sympathy and curiosity towards the world. I believe that a
university education is most valuable in moments when it moves
beyond the classroom. I hence regard teaching as my primary
responsibility and hope to impart this process to the younger
generation and to influence their lives through my open, creative,
experiential and interactive teaching and guidance.

 ITC Outstanding Teaching Award, 2022
Two-time Fund Awardee and Principal 
Investigator for ITC Departmental 
Learning and Teaching Development 
Grants, 2021/22 & 2022/23
Over 20 students under my guidance have 
been the recipients of international awards
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Faculty of Humanities 

Dr. Linda Lin 
Senior Teaching Fellow 

Receiver of Faculty Award for 
Teaching Excellence, 2017/18 
Nominee for President Award for 
Teaching Excellence, 2017/18 

English Language Centre 

My inspiration for teaching comes from Socrates:
“Education is the kindling of a flame, not the filling of
a vessel.” To achieve this goal, I strive to provide as
many opportunities as possible in class for students to 
participate actively, to think critically and to apply
what they have learnt in new learning contexts. 
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Dr. Pearl Lin 
Associate Professor

Teaching Excellence Award, School 
of Hotel and Tourism Management,  
2018/19 
Nominee for the PolyU’s internal 
selection for the UGC Teaching 
Award, 2017 
The champion trainer for the 9th 
International Abilympics 
Competition in Bordeaux, France, 
2016 
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I exerted my best effort to integrate theoretical and practical
approaches in each course, which I realized to be beneficial to
students’ learning and their career development. “Give me a
fish, and I will eat for a day; teach me to fish, and I will eat for
a lifetime,” I remember this statement by heart and
constantly remind myself to teach practically to enable
students to learn not merely by reading the textbook but also
by applying theories to practical situations. 

School of Hotel and Tourism Management 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 

64

Dr. Dennis Y. W. Liu 
Teaching Fellow
Department of Computing

Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Performance and Achievement in 
Teaching (Team). 2022
Faculty Merit Award in Teaching 
(Individual) 2019/20, PolyU
Best Paper Award, IEEE International 
Conference on Teaching, Assessment, 
and Learning for Engineering 2019 
(TALE 2019) 

To teach students in accordance with their aptitude is
always my teaching philosophy. By understanding the
abilities, needs and expectations of students, my role is
to inspire, to encourage, and to motivate them to be
lifelong learners. 

Faculty of Engineering 
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My most important strategy for realizing students’ goals is
to teach them with enthusiasm. This has always been my
mandate. I am committed to my field and truly enjoy the
work. My students feel the energy and passion that I bring
to my teaching. I hope that my teaching approach and
philosophy give my students a lifelong appreciation of the
methods, tools, and ideas that they learn in the classroom.

School of Fashion and Textiles

Ms. Nico Liu 
Instructor 

Faculty Awards for Outstanding 
Achievement 2021 – Teaching 
(Individual Award)
ITC Outstanding Teaching Award, 
2021
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Dr. Chris K.Y. Lo  
Associate Professor 

Congress Competition since 2011, 
and won 5 championships and 1 
first-runner up. Coach of PolyU’s 
Team of Fashion Future Challenge, 
2020 (Champion) 
Faculty Teaching Excellence Award, 
2016/17
Nominee for University’s 
President’s Award for Excellence 
Performance in Teaching, 2016/17

The passion to acquire new knowledge should start from
the subject lecturer; otherwise, how could we convince
the students that the subject is worth learning? I also
believe that teaching is connecting people to people,
people to knowledge and knowledge to knowledge. A
successful educator helps students make the most
connections in a limited time and space. 

School of Fashion and Textiles
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Dr. Ada Lo
Associate Professor 

Teaching Excellence Award, School 
of Hotel and Tourism Management, 
2005 

School of Hotel and Tourism Management 

We are here to nurture students to be “critical thinkers,
effective communicators, innovative problem solvers,
lifelong learners and ethical leaders” by creating the
appropriate learning environment for students to construct
their own knowledge in their respective disciplines through
a variety of learning experiences. It is impossible to provide
and teach everything to the students as the world is
changing at a supersonic rate. We need to involve the
students in the learning process. I strongly believe the old
saying “Tell me and I forget, show me and I remember,
involve me and I understand”. 
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Faculty of Humanities 

It is rewarding when students tell me they have enjoyed a
course. But more rewarding is when I meet former students
who tell me that I motivated them to aim high and help
make a better world. My goal is to inspire my students to
realise their full potential and true value in life, to search
beyond their boundaries, to question and to never give up! 

Dr. Renia Lopez 
Associate Professor 
Department of English and Communication

Nominee for the University’s 
President’s Awards for Outstanding 
Achievement, 2019/20 
Faculty of Humanities Award for 
Outstanding Performance Achievement 
in Teaching, 2018/19 
Fellow, Higher Education Academy UK, 
2016
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Faculty of Engineering 

Dr. Wing Cheung Lui
Teaching Fellow
Department of Computing

I believe that, as teachers, we should be enthusiastic
about what we teach and be responsive to the
students’ needs. I hope my students can develop a
genuine interest in the subjects they are studying and
will be able to apply the knowledge learnt to solve real-
world problems. 

Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Teaching (Team), 
2022
Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Performance and Achievement in 
Teaching, 2015/16
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School of Hotel and Tourism Management 

Dr. Barry Mak 
Associate Professor 

Teaching Excellence Award, School 
of Hotel and Tourism Management, 
2015 
Best lecture of Faculty of Business 
& Information Systems, The Hong 
Kong Polytechnic, 1994 
Four-time nominee for the School of 
Hotel and Tourism Management 
Teaching Excellence Award 

Students must be provided with more activities, videos,
case studies, projects, and field trips to observe and
experience the industry’s operations, which would assist
them in understanding the theories that they could
better apply in their studies and in real life. 
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Faculty of Science

‘Out-of-lab’ experiments facilitate a shift in the pedagogy
of conducting experiments, allowing students to have
better control of the learning process (flexible learning
time and pace, and repeating of lab sessions). Teachers
can make more efficient use of the lesson time on higher-
level activities (discussions of problems and sources of
errors), much similar to the case of conducting lectures in
the flipped manner. With the development of the internet,
personalised devices, and Internet-of-Things (IoT), (out-
of-lab) experiments becomes reachable for much more
students. 
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eLearning Forum Asia Technology Innovation 
Award Bronze Award, 2021
Reimagine Education (Asia) Gold Award, 2016
President’s Awards for Excellent Performance/ 
Achievement (Team Award), 2010/11  & Faculty 
Award for Outstanding Performance/ 
Achievement: Teaching (Team Award), 2014/15

Dr. C.L. Mak & team
Associate Professor (6th left)
Dr. Michael Jim (2nd left; Teaching Fellow), 
Dr. Albert Choy (3rd left; Teaching Fellow), 
Dr. Peter Tsang (4th left; Associate 
Professor), Dr. Dennis Leung (5th left; 
Associate Professor) 
Department of Applied Physics 
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Dr. Tulio Maximo
Assistant Professor

UGC Teaching Award for Early Career 
Faculty Members Category, 2022
Red Dot Winner, 2022
School Excellence Award, 2020/21

School of Design

As educators of young adults, we have a great mission to
forge humanistic citizens and leaders of tomorrow that will
transform society for the better. I use every education
opportunity to spread the values of creative leaders that are
clarity, creativity and empathy. I am also an advocate of the
transformative power of art, culture and education in
society. Quoting the philosopher and peace builder Daisaku
Ikeda, "What our society today needs more than anything is
the spirit of empathy. When the spirit of compassion
becomes the bedrock of society, and is embodied by
society’s leaders, the future will be bright with hope."
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Dr. David Navarro-Alarcon 
Assistant Professor of Robotics and Control 
Department of Mechanical Engineering

FENG Merit Award in Teaching 
(Individual), 2021
Grants from LTC (Flipped Classroom 
2019-22; Interactive Pedagogies, 
2021/22

To improve the technical competitiveness of our
graduates, we must start by improving the effectiveness
of our own teaching. This has precisely been my mission
since I joined the university… I am working to make
PolyU a world leader in robotics education and research. 

Faculty of Engineering 
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Faculty of Engineering 

Dr. Peter Ng
Teaching Fellow
Department of Computing 

Outstanding Teaching Award (Team) in 
Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Achievement, 2021/22
Gold winner for the Community 
Outreach Award (eLFA2021)
Top 10 Teams of HKACG Intellectual 
Property Awards and HKACG 
Entrepreneurship Programme 
Presentation.

A good teacher should have the awareness and the
persistence in setting up an inspiring environment to
facilitate constructivist teaching. He or she should also
actively encourage student  innovation, their pursuit of
active learning and self-reflection by supporting the
students to meet challenges from participating in real-
world projects and competitions. 
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Prof. Eric Ngai and Dr Cho have been contributory to the
learning analytics and business analytics to MM, FB and PolyU
through promoting use of technology-enhanced active learning
approaches. The team has a transformative impact on
promoting learning and business analytics. They adopted
technology-enhanced active learning approaches which is
consistent with PolyU’s promotion of active learning and
student-centred learning. The team promoted their own
developed Clickers in PolyU through a series of seminars run
by EDC. They also actively involved in new programme
development - MSc in Business Analytics and revamped MBA
and BBA by incorporating the subject of Business Analytics.

Prof. Eric W. T. Ngai
Chair Professor of Information Systems and 
Operations Management, Associate Dean 
(Research and Postgraduate Studies)
Department of Management and Marketing

Faculty Awards for Excellent 
Performance/Achievement in Team Teaching 
2019/20
Faculty Awards for Outstanding 
Performance/Achievement in Teaching, 2004

Dr. Vincent Cho
Associate Professor
Department of Management and Marketing

Faculty Awards for Excellent 
Performance/Achievement in Team 
Teaching 2019/20

Faculty of Business 
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Dr. Grace Ngai
Head of Service-Learning and Leadership 
Office, Associate Professor
Department of Computing 

THE Asia Teaching and Learning 
Strategy of the Year Award, 2022 (for 
PolyU)
UGC Teaching Award, 2016 (General 
Category, Team leader)
President’s Award in Teaching, 2010

Faculty of Engineering 

"You cannot hope to build a better world without improving
the individuals. To that end, each of us must work for his
own improvement and, at the same time, share a general
responsibility for all humanity, our particular duty being to
aid those to whom we think we can be most useful" 
from Marie Curie, first two-time Nobel Prize Winner and
first woman to win a Nobel Prize. 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 
Faculty of Health and Social Sciences 

 
Dr. Shirley Ngai 
Associate Professor
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences  

National Teaching Achievement Award in
the Higher Education Cluster (Second
Class), Ministry of Education, People’s
Republic of China, 2018 
UGC Teaching Award (Early Career
Faculty Member), 2016 
Faculty Award in Teaching, 2013/14 

Teaching and learning is a two-way interactive process
between students and faculty members. It is not just a one-
way knowledge delivery, but it is also important for us to
understand students’ learning needs and identify their
difficulties in learning so that we can help to develop
teaching innovations to help students overcoming their
learning difficulties. 
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Dr. Jae-Eun Oh
Assoicate Professor (Digital Media)

School of Design

I believe that teachers can enable students to fulfil their 
goals, thereby impacting our world in the future. As
teachers, we can influence students to have a realization
that actual change comes from within themselves. Our
hope, then, is that our students will have the ability to
create a difference in the world. To do so we, as educators,
first need to transform the world and mindset of students.
We can see that transforming students’ attitudes through
their own unique world views first creates differences
within a smaller scale. I often feel grateful when looking at
the students as our future. Seeing them become valuable
members of our society brings me great joy.

School Excellence Teaching award, 2021 
Learning and Teaching Committee Funding 
for Strategic Plan Initiatives to Enhance 
Student Learning Experience Through the 
Use of Interactive Pedagogies
Special Grant for Strategic Development of 
Virtual Teaching and Learning (Institutional 
Initiatives) by UGC
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Dr. Anthony Pang 
Associate Professor and Associate Head 
Department of Logistics and Maritime 
Studies 

To me, there are three critical elements of teaching excellence. 
1. Passion to educate students 
2. Knowledge to share 
3. Skill to deliver 
They are all important. However, skill can be trained, 
knowledge can be acquired and accumulated, but passion is 
from inside. You need to have the heart to teach your students. 
Let’s work together to nurture our future generations. 

Faculty of Business 

Two-time Faculty Prize of Teaching 
Excellence, 2012/13 & 2018/19 
Department Nominee of UGC 
Teaching Award, 2017 
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School of Hotel and Tourism Management 

Teaching Excellence Award, School of 
Hotel and Tourism Management, 2011
Received Learning and Teaching 
Development Grant, 2010/11 
Received the Best Referred Paper 
Award in the 6th Asia-Pacific 
(APacCHRIE) Conference with the 
paper on “Blended Learning” 

Dr. Loretta Pang 
Instructor 

Teaching and learning go hand in hand. On my journey to becoming
an educator, I recognized that student success is the primary focus
of education. Try to achieve it with my teaching philosophy. 
L – Learning – Keep life-long learning to improve myself with 

O – Observation – Observe my students' needs and individual    

R – Respect – Respect each other 
E – Encouragement – Encourage my students to learn from mistakes 
T – Transference – Transfer all my knowledge to students 
T – Team work – Co-operate with other colleagues and students to 

A – Application – Apply the possible findings on various teaching 

updated knowledge 

characteristics 

improve teaching 

techniques/ methods 
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In this multi-cloud era, new knowledge is created at an
unprecedented rate. Good teachers should inspire students to
become a life-long learner to better adapt to this rapidly
changing world. I am fortunate to have been inspired by many
good teachers. I wish to become one of those for my students.

Faculty of Science

Dr. Ting Kei Pong
Associate Professor
Department of Applied Mathematics 

Department Best Teacher Award, 
2021/22
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Teachers must be responsive to the needs of students.
Without responsiveness, teachers will not be seen as caring
and teacher-student relationship will be impaired. Teachers
must also be demanding, expecting students to do their best.
Without demandingness, there will not be scholarship and
discipline in learning, and students cannot fully realize their
potentials. The greatest reward in teaching is that teachers
witness positive development and growth in students and
themselves. The reality is that through teaching, teachers also
learn from students and both of them grow together.
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Faculty of Health and Social Sciences 

Prof. Daniel Shek
Associate Vice President (Undergraduate 
Programme), Chair Professor of Applied 
Social Sciences, Li and Fung Endowed 
Professor in Service Leadership Education
Department of Applied Social Sciences

QS Reimagine Education Award 
(Gold Award – Nurturing Well-being 
and Purpose), 2021
UGC Teaching Award (Team Award - 
Leadership and Intrapersonal 
Development), 2018
QS Reimagine Education Award 
(Gold Award – Sustainability), 2017
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Faculty of Health and Social Sciences 

Dr. Gilman Kit Hang Siu 
Associate Professor 
Department of Health Technology and 
Informatics 

Students nowadays are smarter than my generation was. In
general, they think clearly and critically and learn quickly.
They deserve the opportunity to prove themselves. We as
teachers should always appreciate their talents — we
should encourage, be patient, and communicate with them. 

Faculty Award in Teaching, 2018/19
Departmental Teaching Award, 2018/19

Recognising Dedicated Educators 



89

Dr. Raymond Sze
Associate Professor and Assistant Dean
Department of Applied Mathematics

Faculty Awards for Outstanding 
Achievement 2021 – Teaching (Team 
Award)
Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Performance/Achievement - Teaching 
(Team Award), 2016/17 
Departmental Best Teacher Award, 
2015/16 

Faculty of Science

One of the most rewarding aspects of an academic career is
the opportunity to teach and interact with students. As a
teacher at PolyU, I have the opportunity to guide students to
explore and discover new knowledge and to share happiness
with them throughout the process, which motivates me to do
better and work harder in teaching. I enjoy this very much… 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 
Faculty of Science

Dr. Raymond Sze & team
Associate Professor & Assistant Dean
Mr. Angus Yeung (2nd left; Instructor), Dr. 
Bob He (3rd left; Teaching Fellow), Dr. 
Charles Lee (6th left; Teaching Fellow), Mr. 
Frankie Tsoi (8th left; Instructor) 
Department of Applied Mathematics

Students often only want to hear what they  want to
hear; so getting students to be open to active learning
is a must for effective teachers.

 Faculty Awards for Outstanding 
Achievement 2021 – Teaching (Team Award)

90

Recognising Dedicated Educators 



92

Faculty of Science

Dr. Allen Tai
Teaching Fellow
Department of Applied Mathematics

AMA Best Instructor Award, 2020/21
AMA Candidate for the Best Instructor 
Award, 2019/20
AMA Candidate for the Best Instructor 
Award, 2018/19

"Teach the way you'd want to be taught." To me, teaching
is just sharing how I learn. I enjoy interacting with
students and inspiring them. Nothing makes a teacher
prouder than seeing their students succeed.
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Faculty of Engineering 

Dr. Wai-Yin Tam 
Senior Teaching Fellow 
Department of Mechanical Engineering 

Three-time nominee for the Faculty 
Awards for Outstanding 
Achievement/ Performance 
Faculty Merit Award in Services 
(Team), 2018/19 
Faculty Merit Award in Teaching 
(Individual), 2013/14 

Teaching is somehow more than a knowledge delivering activity.
It is also a process to assist students in recognizing their unique
potentials and developing their self-confidence in striving for
achievement. Bearing this in mind, I always pay attention and
listen to students’ thoughts which allows me catering to the
varying learning abilities of different students. Students’ desire
in learning and growing shouldn’t be constrained by the
classroom or the academic calendar, they should be able to
learn and develop in their own way. I am grateful to be one of
the person in assisting students during their school life. 
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I believe that using innovative technologies and
interactive pedagogies is essential to the improvement of
teaching and students’ learning outcomes. My ambition
has driven me to evolve and make improvements
continuously throughout my 15-year-long teaching
journey. 

Dr. Yuk Ming Tang
Senior Teaching Fellow
Department of Industrial and Systems 
Engineering

Faculty of Engineering 

PolyU nominee for UGC Teaching Award 
(General Category), 2022
Faculty Award for Outstanding Achievement 
in Teaching (Individual), 2021
Faculty Merit Award in Teaching 
(Individual), 2019/20
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To me, teaching is about reciprocity, relevance, and value-
addedness. Reciprocity is the belief that teachers and
students have much to learn from one another. No one
observes my weaknesses more astutely than my students.
Relevance means keeping abreast of cutting-edge
developments to ensure students learn the most updated,
holistic, and applicable knowledge. Value-addedness implies
taking small but meaningful steps beyond defined classroom
roles and methods. Even small things, if done consistently and
done well, can mean a lot.

Prof. Dennis Tay
Associate Head and Professor
Department of English and Communication

Nominated for President’s Award for
Teaching Excellence, 2017/18 
Faculty Award for Outstanding
Performance in Teaching, 2016/17 

Faculty of Humanities 
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Faculty of Health and Social Sciences 

Dr. Sharon Tsang 
Associate Professor
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences 

Advance Higher Education 
Fellowship, 2022
Faculty Award in Teaching, 2017/18 
Departmental Outstanding Teaching 
Award, 2017/18 and 2008/09

My students keep motivating and inspiring me to do my
best as their teacher and mentor. I feel so blessed that I
found my role as a teacher to enhance students’ learning
and encourage them to fully equip themselves for serving
people in need with passion and facing the challenges
ahead with pride. 
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Educational Development Centre

Dr. Eric Tsui
Senior Educational Development Officer

Platinum Winner, Best Pandemic 
Response ELearning Design, LearnX 
Live! Award, 2021
Golden Winner, Wharton QS Stars 
Reimagine Education Award (Region 
Asia), 2015
Shortlisted Finalist, University Grants 
Committee (UGC) Teaching Award, 
Hong Kong, 2014

21st Century is the age of digitialisation. Learning has to transcend
from classrooms to external networks in order to expand
knowledge and capabilities. As a “learning designer”, I constantly
explore, adapt and adopt teaching and learning strategies with my
students. With my IT background, I am especially interested in
creating technology-enhanced learning environments to co-learn
and co-create with my students, graduates and peers. Some of my
favourite projects include Personal Learning Environment &
Networks (PLE&N), co-creation of curriculum with students &
graduates, incorporation and recommendation of Open
Educational Resources (OERs), and Global Classrooms that enable
co-learning among students from PolyU and foreign institutions.
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Faculty of Humanities 

Dr. Margo Turnbull
Research Assistant Professor
Department of English and Communication

Faculty of Humanities Award for 
Teaching Excellent (Individual), 2021

Education is key to the development and improvement of
society. Being involved in education as a teacher is both a
responsibility and a privilege. Striving to be an excellent
teacher involves maintaining high levels of specialist
knowledge as well as the ongoing development of skills that
can engage and challenge students in their learning. I enjoy
the challenges of teaching and appreciate the opportunity to
learn from the students who are in my classes. 
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Faculty of Business 

Dr. C.L. Johnny Wan 
Teaching Fellow 
Department of Logistics and Maritime 
Studies

Faculty Prize for Outstanding 
Achievement (Teaching), 2021 

Learning how to teach is a life-long journey. With the
support and encouragement from the PolyU
community, I know I am not walking alone. Let’s
make a difference together.
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Prof. Shuaian (Hans) Wang
Professor 
 Department of Logistics & Maritime Studies 

Faculty of Business

Sharing what I know with students is a pleasant journey.
Student feedback, whether formal or informal, is a great
chance for me to reflect on i) have I really understood
what I am sharing and ii) have I really understood what
the students understand about what I am sharing?

Faculty Prize in Teaching, 2020/21
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Dr. Wong Kin Yau, Alex
Assistant Professor
Department of Applied Mathematics

 Faculty of Science

The processes of learning, understanding abstract
concepts, and searching for truth are highly gratifying.
My goal as a teacher is to share this joy with my
students. I believe that students come to the
university expecting intellectual challenges, and I try
not to disappoint.

Departmental Best Teacher Award,
2020/21
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 Faculty of Science

Prof. Man Kin Wong
Professor and Associate Head
Department of Applied Biology & Chemical 
Technology

Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Performance and Achievement in 
Teaching, 2017/18

Learning how to ask questions is a good way of learning
how to be a good learner. Curiosity is the key success to
learning. Students always impress me by asking creative
questions that I have never thought about. Listening to
students' questions and inspiring their thinking is the road
to achieve interactive learning and teaching. Students and I
are becoming better learners together.
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“Hard work beats talent when talent doesn’t work
hard.” You are here because you have talent. Work
hard and succeed. 

Dr. Jody Wong 
Teaching Fellow 
School of Accounting and Finance 

Hong Kong Institute of Chartered 
Secretaries Teaching Award, 
2016/17 
Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Performance/ Achievement in 
Teaching, 2006/07 

Faculty of Business 
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Dr. M. S. Wong
Associate Professor (Prosthetics & Orthotics)
Department of Biomedical Engineering

 Faculty of Engineering

Nurturing students with state-of-the-art professional
knowledge and skills as well as all-rounded attributes,
especially in positive attitude to face and tackle the
uncertainties and challenges from this ever-changing
world, and is a social responsibility to serve the less-
privileged. 

Faculty Merit Award for Teaching, 2021
Best Paper Award (Education) in the 
Asian Prosthetics & Orthotics Scientific 
Meeting, 2021
Award of Excellence in Supervision of 
Community Service Learning 
Programme, 2007-13
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Active learning is one of the positive values of student engagement.
It is challenging to achieve this value although different approaches
and pedagogies are repeatedly advocated to teachers in higher
education. I have continuously pursued an innovative means of
informal learning for facilitating student engagement. We have
adopted iBeacon technology in the campus which is widely used in
the Geo-Informatics to redesign existing learning space into
imagined space connecting the physical and virtual world. I strongly
believe the technology, innovation, and research can make our
teaching and learning community and society be better. 

Prof. Wong Man Sing, Charles 
Associate Dean, Professor 
Department of Land Surveying and Geo- 
Informatics 

PolyU nominee for UGC Teaching Award 
(General Category), 2021
1 Faculty Award of Teaching and Learning 
(Individual), and 2 Faculty Award of Teaching 
and Learning (Team, serve as Team leader), 1 
Department Award of Teaching and Learning 
PI of UGC funded Teaching and Learning 
project, 2016-2019 

Faculty of Construction and Environment 
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This project of Inter-Professional Team-Based Learning (IPTBL)
for health professional students, was jointly participated by
PolyU and HKU. The innovative and collaborative pedagogy had
led to positive learning outcomes. The attitude, readiness and
perceived collective efficacy were all significantly improved. The
students reflected that they appreciated their professional roles
and being one of the health care team members. The sense of
collaboration and team work ultimately promote holistic care for
the benefits of the patients. The project was participated by over
3,000 students from 12 departments in two hosting universities,
funded by UGC Teaching and Learning Grant. 

Prof. Frances Kam Yuet Wong 
(centre) & team 
Associate Dean and Chair Professor 
School of Nursing 

Oral Audience Award on Learning in 
Alliance: Inter-Professional Health 
Education and Practice at Frontiers in 
Medical and Health Sciences 
Education, 2018 
Faculty Team Award in Teaching, 
2017/18 
Wharton-QS Stars Reimagine 
Education Awards, Bronze prize in 
Discipline Award (Life Sciences), 2016 

Faculty of Health and Social Sciences 
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Dr. Robert Wright 
Associate Professor 
Department of Management and Marketing 

Recipient of $HK9.7M UGC Teaching 
Development Grant (FOCUSED Project) 
2017-2020
Finalist - University Grants Committee 
Teaching Award, 2015
Four-time nominee for the University’s 
President’s Award for Excellence 
Performance and President’s Award for 
Teaching Excellence, 2005

Having been blessed to find meaning in my role as a teacher,
I feel there is so much left to do, so much to achieve, so
many lives to touch, yet, so little time. And with this in mind,
it is even more important that we all work together to help
make this world a better place… 

Faculty of Business 
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Dr. Guang Xiao
Associate Professor
Department of Logistics and Maritime 
Studies

Nominee for the University’s 
President’s Award for Excellence 
Performance, 2022 
Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Teaching, 2022

Faculty of Business 

I love and value teaching as it is always of great pleasure for
me to transfer knowledge and inspire individuals. Six years of
teaching experience at PolyU shapes my own teaching method
and philosophy as: understanding the audience, emphasizing
the fundamentals, and connecting with the real world via
learning-by-doing. I am always looking forward to interacting
with my students and guiding them to explore the beauty of
operations/supply chain management.
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Dr. Yang Xu
Assistant Professor
Department of Land Surveying and Geo- 
Informatics

Faculty of Construction and Environment

As an academic who teaches in the area of
geospatial data science and smart cities, I
embrace the teaching philosophy of ‘Open Source,
Open Data, and Open Mind'.

Two-time awardee of departmental Awards 
for Excellent Performance / Achievement in 
Teaching 
Instructor of a PolyU student team 
(“Polynomials”) that won the 1st Prize of 
Huawei ICT completion Hong Kong SAR 
2021/22, the 3rd prize of Asia Pacific 
Contest, as well as the 1st prize of the Global 
Final.
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Dr. Zuo Quan Xu 
Associate Professor 
Department of Applied Mathematics 

AMA Best Teacher Award, 2017/18 

"If three men are walking together, one of them is bound to be
good enough to be my teacher", said Confucius. A student is
not necessarily inferior to his teacher, nor does a teacher
necessarily be more virtuous and talented than his student.
Teaching is not merely working through problems, solving
puzzles, and similar activities. It is a job of questioning which
aims at discovering the truth in assertions, especially when it
comes to separating fact from opinion.
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Prof. Xinpeng Xu 
Professor 
School of Accounting and Finance 

Faculty Prize for Outstanding 
Performance/Achievement 
(Teaching), 2013/14 

To teach is to inspire learning. 

Faculty of Business 
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Prof. Zhou Xu 
Professor 
Department of Logistics and Maritime 
Studies 

There are so many distractions in the world today that can
cause young, impressionable minds to easily wilt or stray
without proper guidance. I firmly believe that the onus is on
the educator to both instill interest in the students and to
develop their skills, so that they can continue to enjoy
learning effectively— even after graduation. 

Faculty of Business 
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Advisor, Best LMS Capstone Project 
Prize, 2018 
Recipient, Faculty Prize for Teaching, 
2017 
Recipient, Faculty Staff Development
Scheme, 2012 
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Quality education can make people and the society better.
My devotion to education as a lifelong career has motivated
me to cultivate students with knowledge, skills and values
to become the pillars of society. 
I apply a “Student-centred, Experiential learning and Train-
the-trainer” with an Evidence-based teaching approach as
the core value and method of teaching, recognizing each
student’s uniqueness and providing them with exposures
to effective helping professional practices in day-to-day
life, particularly in social work and counselling-related
aspects. 

Dr. Yam Kong 
Senior Teaching Fellow 
Department of Applied Social Sciences 

Nominee for the University’s Internal 
Selection for the UGC Teaching Award, 
2016
Department’s Best Teaching Award, 
2015 
Faculty Award in Teaching, 2014/15

Faculty of Health and Social Sciences 
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Dr. Yan Luximon 
Associate Professor of Product Design 

Faculty/School Awards for Outstanding 
Performance/Achievement, 2016/17 
School Nominee for PolyU Internal 
Selection for the UGC Teaching Award, 
2016

In the ever changing world, nothing is constant.
Knowledge, skills and experiences are always evolving.
Teaching and learning is a life-long pursuit, where
teachers work together with everyone to benefit the
society for a sustainable and bright future. 

School of Design 

119

Recognising Dedicated Educators 

Ir. Dr. T.L. Yip 
Associate Professor & Associate Dean 
of Students
Department of Logistics and Maritime 
Studies 

In this age of rapid changes, we together should
nurture the talent of students, stimulate their
thoughts to embrace changes and live a
compassionate life. 

Faculty of Business 
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Faculty Prize in Teaching, 2019 
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Dr. Xiang Yu
Associate Professor
Department of Applied Mathematics

AMA Best Teacher Award, 2021/22 

Faculty of Science

I enjoy teaching as it is a process far beyond the delivery of
knowledge. To me, it also consists of opportunities
showcasing my interest and enthusiasm in mathematics,
venues promoting my learning procedure and habits, and
most importantly, joyful moments interacting with young,
smart and unbounded minds.    
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Dr. K.P. Yuen 
Senior Teaching Fellow 
School of Accounting and Finance 

HKICS Teaching Award, awarded 
by The Hong Kong Institute of 
Chartered Secretaries, 2017 
Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Performance/Achievement 
(Teaching), awarded by The 
Faculty of Business, 2017 
AF Teaching Award, awarded by 
the School of Accounting and 
Finance, 2017 

Students appreciate teachers who value and appreciate
them as individuals. As a teacher, I would like to share
aspects of my own life and show personal enthusiasm in
students’ lives. I am aware of differences among
learners and therefore students should be allowed to
learn at different speeds. 

Faculty of Business 
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The classroom belongs to students rather than the
teacher. In the era of internet, educators act as
facilitators who should strive to provide guidance and
assistance to promote independent learning for students
to develop their potentials to the fullest. It is also
important to build a harmonious environment not only to
enhance the learning experience, but cultivate students’
competence and encourage creativity to bring out the
uniqueness of each student… 

Dr. John Yuen Wai Man
Associate Professor 
School of Nursing 

QS Reimagine Education Award (Silver 
Award in Asia Pacific), 2019
Faculty Team Award in Teaching, 
2019/20 & 2015/16 
Two-time team nominee for the 
University’s President’s Awards in 
Teaching 

Faculty of Health and Social Sciences 
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Faculty of Science

Dr. Hua Zhang
Senior Teaching Fellow
Department of Applied Mathematics

Best Teacher Award, 2020/21, 2018/19
Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Performance in Teaching - Individual, 
2018/19 
Faculty Award for Outstanding 
Performance in Teaching - Team (Team 
Member), 2017/18

A teacher should be passionate. My passion for teaching
comes from the joy of sharing what I have learned to the
students and seeing the sparks in their eyes when they
understand something for the first time.
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Dr. Zaikun Zhang
Assistant Professor
Department of Applied Mathematics

Education is what, when and why to do things; training
is how to do them. While most of your courses have
been focusing on training, I will try to talk about the
education part… 

AMA Best Teacher Award, 2019 

Faculty of Science
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I view teaching as a way of serving the society and having a
positive impact on students' lives. The purpose of teaching
lies in getting students to truly understand the concepts and
competently apply them to analyze the real world. Effective
teaching requires diverse instructional methods, depending
on students’ backgrounds and learning environment.
Scholarly research is another essential factor for continuous
success in teaching. 

Dr. Shaojun Zhang 
Associate Professor 
School of Accounting and Finance 

K.C. Wong Belt and Road Visiting
Fellowship, The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University and the K.C. Wong Education
Foundation, 2019 
Faculty Prize for Outstanding
Performance (Teaching), 2016 

 

Faculty of Business 

Recognising Dedicated Educators 



129

Dr. Jingran Zhao 
Associate Professor
School of Accounting and Finance  

Faculty of Business Award for 
Outstanding Achievement (Teaching), 
2020 
School of Accounting and Finance 
Award for Outstanding Teaching, 2020 
School of Accounting and Finance 
Award for Outstanding Teaching, 2019 

It’s time for higher education to address the imperative to
digitally transform and better prepare students for
workforce readiness and the future labor market. It is
vital to communicate with the industry, utilize current
technologies, and update class materials to respond
swiftly to the demands of the digital era. So I ask myself:
“if not now, then when?” 

Faculty of Business 
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As a teacher in Land Surveying and Geo-Informatics, I find
my responsibility is to not only teach students how to read
and make maps, but also train students to see the human
and the physical world as one system that we have changed
and that has changed us. More importantly, let students
know there are small things that we can do everyday to
show our planet some love. 

Dr. Xiaolin Zhu 
Associate Professor 
Department of Land Surveying and Geo-
Informatics 

Faculty of Construction and Environment 

The Department Awards for Excellent 
Performance in Teaching, 2021
The Faculty Awards for Excellent 
Performance in Teaching, 2018
The Department Awards for Excellent 
Performance in Teaching, 2017
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Faculty of Humanities 

Prof. Xinhua Zhu
Professor 
Department of Chinese & Bilingual Studies

The President’s Awards for Outstanding
Achievement in Knowledge Transfer
(benefiting the education sector), 2021
Distinguished Knowledge Transfer
Excellence Award 2012 - Community
Excellence Merit Award (for
collaboration with Education Bureau and
Schools in enhancing teachers’
professional development in assessing
students’ learning of Chinese language.)   

Being a teacher educator in Chinese language allows me to
transfer the new knowledge created from my scholarship and
consultancy service in Hong Kong, Singapore and the region.
My work over the years has contributed to paradigm shifts in
examination and teaching, from “normed-referenced tests” to
“criteria-referenced tests”, from “teaching to the examination”
to “teaching to develop capacities”, and from “learning
knowledge” to “developing ability”. All these work are driven
by my aspiration in inspiring every teacher and every student to
embrace learning and realize their highest potential.
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