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Harvard scholar gives talk on China’s future development

Harvard scholar and University Grants Committee Member Professor William Kirby
today (1 November) gave a talk on the topic of “The Chinese Century?”” on the campus
of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU). The lecture by Professor Kirby
has attracted a full house of more than 150 audience comprising staff, students and
external guests.

Professor Kirby is warmly welcomed by PolyU President Professor Timothy W. Tong
and staff and students of the University. In his welcoming address, Professor Tong said,
“Globally, eyes are on Asia and the Chinese mainland and perception has it that the
next century belongs to the Chinese mainland. I am sure our audience will be
enlightened by Professor Kirby’s sharing of his views on the trends in entrepreneurship,
education and values of the Chinese mainland.”

A historian of modern China, Professor Kirby is the Spangler Family Professor of
Business Administration at the Harvard Business School and T. M. Chang Professor of
China Studies at Harvard University. He is a Harvard University Distinguished Service
Professor. He serves as Director of the Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies and
Chairman of the Harvard China Fund. Professor Kirby will be conferred the Honorary
Degree of Doctor of Humanities by PolyU at its 16™ Congregation to be held on 3
November.

Professor Kirby is no stranger to Hong Kong and he has been serving as a Member of
UGC since August 2009. His work examines China’s business, economic, and political
development in an international context. His current projects include case studies of
contemporary Chinese businesses and a comparative study of higher education in
China and the United States. He is Honorary Visiting Professor at Peking University,
Nanjing University, Chongqging University, and Fudan University.
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