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Funding for Promoting Outcome-based Approaches to Student Learning (OBA 
Funding): Application for the Call for Proposals 2007-08 
 
 
Supplement to proposal: Excellence in work-integrated education: evaluation 
evidence of achievement of learning outcomes 
  
Issues/questions from WGOBE 

 
A.   To “justify the funding requested for the proposed activities which are 
supposed to be done by all programmes for OBE implementation in terms of 
WIE”  

 
Response:  

Currently, colleagues in the programme team (an academic staff, a Student 
Placement Officer/WIE Officer, and a Marketing Manager) looking after WIE are 
more concerned with assisting students in searching for suitable jobs, ensuring 
that the students complete the WIE credits, as well as collecting documents from 
both students and employers for assessment purposes (awarding a pass or fail 
grade). At the programme level, the above are considered necessary and 
sufficient tasks for successful delivery of WIE at the moment. In addition, the 
current WIE learning outcomes have yet to be evaluated against any benchmarks 
in terms of coverage, and levels and standards of attainment. 
 
In order to offer WIE to undergraduate students much more systematically, 
comprehensively and effectively, additional resources and manpower would be 
needed to find out: 

1. To what extent are the intended WIE leaning outcomes achieved? 
2. In what ways can WIE be delivered and assessed much more successfully? 
3. In what ways can the existing WIE learning outcomes be improved upon? 
4. What would constitute an effective outcome-based model for designing, 

implementing, assessing, and evaluating WIE, that could be generalized to 
other disciplinary and professional contexts? 
 

The proposed project will employ a number of research methods and 
instruments to conduct a triangulated and corroborated investigation into WIE, 
including: 

1. Survey research: at different stages, questionnaires and semi-structured 
interviews for students, teachers, employers, etc. 

2. Textual analysis: the detailed study of WIE-related programme and 
promotional documents, student journals, employer feedback forms, 
previous empirical studies on WIE, etc.,  

3. Ethnographic study: observation of WIE team in their presentations and 
seminars, observation and taking field notes students engaged in WIE, etc.  

etkentam
Text Box
Ref. no. 16



 2 

 
B.  To “explain and specify how the project outcomes and deliverables may 
make a difference to the current practice” 
 
Response: 
The project outcomes and deliverables will be of value to the current practice in 
the following ways: 

1. To put in place a much more effective WIE programme in terms of design, 
implementation, student process and product assessment, and evaluation 
of effectiveness of WIE. 

2. To propose a coherent framework that integrates the design, 
implementation, assessment, and evaluation of WIE that is consistent with 
the achievement of intended desired leaning outcomes, in order that 
PolyU’s Strategic Objective 1 (SO1) will be much more effectively 
achieved. 

3. The coherent framework proposed will then be implemented and tested 
and its effectiveness evaluated in the following year.  It will be presented 
to audiences from the academia and industries in international 
conferences (e.g. WACE Asia Pacific Conference, 2008) to extend the 
discussion on WIE beyond Hong Kong.  

 
 

Winnie Cheng 
Department of English 
16 April 2008 
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