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How Are We to Evaluate
Language Assessments?

Abstract
Evaluations of assessments and assessment practice – narrowly called assessment reviews – 
are typically conducted with minimal analyses.  In the mid-20th century, reviews were focused 
on two qualities – reliability and validity, and this narrow focus continues in many parts of the 
world.  Expanding Bachman and Palmer’s (1996) six qualities in their Test Usefulness framework, 
I propose an Assessment Evaluation Framework which includes (1) analyzing the wider 
contexts of political, economic, educational, socio-cultural, and the legal in which assessments 
are deployed, and (2) analyzing assessment qualities such as the validity, absence of bias, access, 
administration, and social consequences of tests. The two sets of analyses, when used together, 
offer a comprehensive model for evaluation of tests and testing practice.  Illustrative studies that 
use the various components of the framework will be discussed.
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