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Abstract

The paper presents a multimodal analysis of champion slam poet, Taylor Mali’s, performance spoof on teenspeak, ‘Speak with

conviction’ (available on youtube). The presentation analyses the multimodal construction of two identities in the performance
(didact’ and ‘dork’), one projecting the other. Analyses attend to language as verbiage and intonation, to body language as
proto-, linguistic and epilinguistic (Cleirigh in preparation; cf. Martin forthcoming, Hood forthcoming), and to the coupling of
instantiations of meaning across different modalities. Each identity is constructed in syndromes of couplings in verbiage, intonation
and dimensions of body language. Yet there are also disjunctions in these coupled instantiations, and it is at these points in the
discourse that a commentary on the projected identity is construed, one that | argue functions to shift the representation from

mimicry to mockery.
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