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Students find NOME away from home
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olyU has steadfastly held to its belief in providing an all-round education and a

truly authentic university experience for its students. This summer, the opening

of the brand new Student Halls of Residence is no doubt a big step forward in
this direction.

Against the glittering lights of the Victoria Harbour, the Halls first opened its door in mid-
August, beginning a new chapter in the University’s history.

The striking red brick tile facade of the 22-storey high rise makes the halls a stand-out
from the other residential blocks in the Hung Hom Bay Reclamation area. Located just
15 minutes away from the main campus via a covered walkway, it's a place where a
maximum of 3,000 students can call “home away from home”.

It has taken more than six years’ preparation and the support of many to turn the Halls
from idea to reality. The seeds of this important project were sowed years back when the
University Management persistently worked to gain government support for granting additional
space for building the halls.

The green light was finally on in late 1996 when the Government announced its policy of
providing student hostel places for the three institutions which assumed university status in
1994/95 — PolyU, the City University and the Baptist University. While 75 per cent of the

;fog";’)’q’; are r"o‘;es’;’p’?; Oghftf;’;g;zzpo"r; ' construction cost of the Halls is covered by government funding, PolyU is fortunate to have
the support of the Hong Kong Jockey Club in pledging a generous donation of up to $117
million — exact amount to be adjusted based on the actual construction cost. This makes
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Orientation is great fun for the first residents of Wuhua Hall.

| close to half of the 25 per cent cost borne by PolyU through private funds.

But that is only half the story. The rest relied on a group of individuals ¢
whose guiding principles and tireless efforts have brought the student halls Hal | “fe Wi | | make
project to fruition. A key person who has nurtured the project since its
germination is Sir Gordon Wu Ying-sheung, Chairman of the University )
Council. He himself lived for four years in the residence halls at Princeton our StUdentS
University when he studied for his BSc in Engineering. - - -

A firm believer in all-round education and a famous engineer—businessman un |Ver3|ty eXperIence
who has pioneered infrastructure projects around Asia, Sir Gordon’s N
enthusiasm towards the project has prompted him to go through the MOre Complete-

Sir Gordon Wu: Hall life . . . n
is a very important part construction plans in extensive detail to ensure that the Halls are constructed

of university education. with the utmost concern for students’ well-being. Features that have evolved

from his suggestions included bay windows to allow maximum
sunlight into the rooms, a spacious dining hall for hosting social activities, and an amphitheatre
which can further be upgraded to become an auditorium.

“University education represents an important phase of development for youths,” Sir Gordon
says. “It's more than just passing on knowledge — the pursuit of knowledge is a life-long
business. It's also about enhancing personal growth, including one’s moral, intellectual, physical,
and social development. Hall life is very important in terms of the social dimension.”

After all, he speaks from experience. “In many prestigious American universities, such as
some of the Ivy League schools, students are actually required to live in halls.”

Working closely with Sir Gordon is a team of PolyU administrators. Prof. Leung Tin-pui,
Vice President (Student and Staff Development), is among the first to immerse in the project.
Prof. Leung says he is immensely proud and gratified to see the completion of the project: “Hall
life will make our students’ university experience more complete.”

“With so many residents living together under one roof, students can learn, for example, how Prof. Leung
to express their personal views while accommodating others’. They can learn to develop team
spirit and mutual respect.”
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Mrs Dorinda Fung: the Halls
have been designed with
students’ complete well-
being in mind.
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Mrs Dorinda Fung Chan Man-chi, Director of Student Affairs, concurs. “We can erect the building,
but it is the students that create the hall culture,” she says. According to Mrs Fung, a recent study
conducted by the university on new students’ living environment at home reveals that 61 per cent of the
students didn’t have their own rooms. Some 35 per cent didn't have their own desks, while close to nine
per cent made long commutes from home to PolyU.

“For the modest fee we are charging students, they are getting a place of residence designed with their
complete well-being in mind,” Mrs Fung says. “Compared with many residential halls of other universities,
PolyU can certainly hold its own in terms of facilities and design. For example, few student hostels in the
territory have a swimming pool so conveniently located within their own premises like ours.”

All full-time undergradute students on public-funded programmes, full-time taught master’s degree
students and non-local students are eligible to apply for hall residence, while others with special
accommodation needs are also considered. After two rounds of admission for the Halls came to a
close, current students who started to move in around late August was joined by freshman students in
early September.

These residents are grouped into nine halls, with each hall taking two floors. Decked out in neutral
hues, the hall building, with its H-shaped design, evokes a cozy atmosphere with all the convenience of
21st century technology. Smart cards allow students access to a host of amenities, including laundry rooms
and individual room air-conditioning. Two students share a room, fitted with study desks, beds, closets
and shelving, as well as a refrigerator. Two rooms are connected with a shared bathroom. Each room
boasts Internet connection and there are computer labs located in the building. Recreational needs are
also high on the agenda. In addition to a swimming pool, there are activity rooms, conference centres, as
well as a roof garden. The spacious dining hall can be converted
into a social activity place, and the amphitheatre will nurture a
diversity of cultural programmes.

But a building on its own cannot manifest a dream. A team of
hall wardens, tutors and administrators will live closely with students
and make the difference. Mr Wilson Lam Kin, Section Head (Hall
Management), is one of the facilitators. “I want to adopt a
participatory management style. We are very open and we want
students to take the initiative to make these halls their home.”

Thanks to the co-operation of various departments, Mr Lam and
his team survived the pre-opening pressure. Following an informal
house-warming gathering for staff and students on 15 August, the

] . Mr Wilson Lam is busy
phased occupation has progressed smoothly. “Roommates selection co-ordinating a host of

were done on a random basis, so that students from different | ©rentation activities.

backgrounds can learn to live together.”
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The Halls and
the PolyU Motto

The names of the Halls expound the meaning of the
University’s Motto, “To learn and to apply, for the benefit of
mankind” BA4» BL#% BIZ:FI R as reflected by the
first Chinese character in each of the names of eight of the
Halls. The “Boyan Hall” accommodates postgraduate
students. Chengde Hall is for men only while Xuemin Hall
is for women. The seven others are all co-educational.

Kaiyuan Hall BASC 2 | BRARERE - BAIMBHES -
Wuhua Hall #7 % & .
Chengde Hall BLI& & :
Wuxian Hall 75 & & !
Lizhi Hall By & = .
Xuemin Hall 22855 !
Lisheng Hall ) A= &= !
Minyin Hall BB 2 !
Boyan Hall 14 /Z & !

BRAARERE  MHEMZBE -
BRI - AR EmE o
BIRREBEBZE -

RESR  ERBERIF L -
BMETE - UBEREA—C2TE -
U2 AR EREH - EReE -
AHERANEREREHM CHE -
BOBRERER RS -

“Part of the fun is that the younger students and ask the older students about various subjects in their

studies,” he says. “Our meeting rooms are available for study groups too.”

The Hall Wardens are presently largely teaching staff from departments including Computing,

Accountancy, Electronic and Information Engineering, English and Nursing.

The team of wardens is led by Chief Warden Dr Catherine Tang Kim-chow, who is also Head of the
University's Educational Development Centre. Her special interest in student learning certainly brings in
tremendous insight into her role as Chief Warden. Hall education, as she

and cultural.

A

Dr Catherine Tang calling
on all wardens and tutors
to help the students in each
hall build its own unique
culture in a gathering held
on 3 July.

and help each hall build its own unique culture.”
Students choose to live in the residential halls for many
reasons. Mr Cheuk Man-kit, a year-two accounting
student, was among the first to sign up because he feels
that “university life would be incomplete without hall
experience.” Originally living in Tsing Yi, Man-kit used to

spend about an hour commuting to and from school.
“With the Halls so close-by to the campus, | can spend more time in the library after
class,” he says.

An only child, he feels that hall life will give him much needed exposure for personal
development. “My parents were initially worried that | won't be able to eat properly,” he
laughs. “But after reviewing the hall facilities and amenities, they are very supportive.”

To pay for his tuition fees as well as the hall fees, Man-kit took on a summer job. He
thinks the experience is well worth it. “I am lucky to be one of the first to experience
this brand new hall.”

As he and many other students prepare to start their hall life, they are also preparing
to step into a world of possibilities. But for Sir Gordon, it is not unlike the final piece of
the puzzle. “PolyU has been missing out on hostel life before, | am glad the University
has it now,” he says. “This is the fruit of the University’s and particularly the President’s
persistent efforts in making the halls a reality. We are very grateful for all supporters of
this project.” ®

sees it, is made up of purposeful student activities which is aimed at
facilitating hall residents’ development in three aspects: academic, social

“My parents
were initially
worried that
| won't be able to

As a warden, Dr Tang will take a proactive role in encouraging student
involvement while respecting his or her individuality. “I see my role as
providing pastoral care and intellectual guidance, support and encouragement 17
to hall residents,” she says. “My team of hall tutors will strive to support
and collaborate with students to achieve the objectives of hall education

eat properly

Student Cheuk Maﬁ-kit looks forward to _
enjoying his new hall life.
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