CONTENTS BH#

May 2001

A university is only as great as the people it sends out into the
world. Hong Kong owes a great debt to the graduates of The

Hong Kong Polytechnic University from the 1960s, 70s and 80s.

It is most fitting that the Institution organised the Outstanding
PolyU Alumni Award 2001 to honour the remarkable achievements
of its alumni.

Since its inception in 1997, this biennial event has paid tribute to
a total of 18 outstanding alumni. The winners of this year are from
different fields, including electrical engineering, management,
textile, graphic design, surveying, production engineering and
electronic engineering. The knowledge and the contributions of
the awardees have helped put Hong Kong on the map of world-
class cities.
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he Hong Kong Polytechnic University presented
its Outstanding Alumni Award to seven alumni
on 3 April to recognise their illustrious
professional accomplishments and tremendous
contributions to their alma mater and the community.
Presenting the coveted awards at the Regent Hotel
was the Guest of Honour Mr Michael Suen Ming-yeung,
Secretary for Constitutional Affairs. Approximately 500
alumni, staff and guests attended the ceremony to share
the joy of the awardees.
The Outstanding PolyU Alumni Award Selection, held
for the third time this year, is organised biennially to
give public recognition to outstanding graduates of the

University and its forerunners, the Hong Kong

Polytechnic and Hong Kong Technical College.

Dr Chang Chu-cheng

Chairman of Varitronix International Ltd. Despite Dr Chang’s evident musical talent and his rock climbing prowess in his
Naioher Dipioma in Electrical Engineering, student years, his career reflects a natural flair for entrepreneurship. After graduating
Hong Kong Technical College, 1964) from the Hong Kong Technical College in 1964, he gained his doctorate at the
University of Manchester Institute of Science and
Technology and became an acknowledged expert in
superconductive electronics, lecturing in Hong Kong

upon his return from the UK.

In 1978, he co-founded the well-known publicly
listed company Varitronix, which has won renown
around the world for its high quality LCD, LCM and
related products. Dr Chang’s outdoor spirit has certainly
stayed with him over the years, and Varitronix
colleagues in Europe obviously look on his visits as a
wonderful excuse for an outing!

His community service reflects his wide influence

?gccflf”,’i’;g;gfﬂl’.’n% fg ﬂggﬁ{”:ﬁfﬁ;‘é’gg’;ﬂf”;’a}’ as an industrialist and he is a much sought-after speaker at

Hong Kong Electronics Industries Association. conferences. Among the milestones in Varitronix' history was its
ISO 9001 certification in 1995 and the establishment of its new
headquarters in Tseung Kwan O a year later.
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Mr Daniel Lai Sik-cheung

Head of Information Technology of MTR Corporation Ltd.
(Certificate in Supervisory Management,

Hong Kong Technical College, 1972, and

Diploma in Management Studies, 1975,

Hong Kong Polytechnic)

Mr Lai (left) meeting Mr Bill Gates in 2000.

Where would Hong Kong be today without information
technology? Mr Lai, more than anyone, is Hong Kong's IT veteran.
Determined and able, he embarked on his IT career in 1966,
punctuating it with study at the Hong Kong Technical College, the
Hong Kong Polytechnic and Griffith University.

In his work for the Hong Kong Jockey Club, he managed
one of the largest computer installations in Asia in the late
80s. This appointment also enabled him to deploy his
outstanding multi-cultural management skills in Australia
and he rose to become Director of Information Technology
for the Club. Over the years, he has received numerous
internal and external awards for his pioneering work.

Mr Lai is a firm believer in the importance of training up
the next generation, both through long time scouting
activities and through the encouragement he has given to
his own children. Most IT people however know him as
today’s tireless President of the Hong Kong Computer
Society—where he has helped run conferences, establish
Hong Kong’s presence at expos and exhibitions, create
linkages between Hong Kong and the mainland and elsewhere,
and host the prestigious IT Excellence Awards set up by the
Society in 1998.

One of Mr Lai's fellow scouts is Mr Lam Tai-fai—President of the Scout
Association of Hong Kong (Kowloon Region). Mr Lam holds many official roles
in the world of athletics, and he has a special interest in football. He is Vice Hong Kong Polytechnic, 1981)

President of the Happy Valley Athletic Association where his teams
always seem to win!

Upon graduation from the Hong Kong Polytechnic, he then
entered into a career with the Peninsula Group of Companies, of
which he is Managing Director. He has aggressively expanded the
Group’s core textile manufacturing and wholesaling, increasing local
production capabilities, establishing overseas factories and creating
the famed fashion label “Belford”.

Mr Lam holds office in a number of textiles-related organisations
and associations, and is Chairman of the Textiles and Clothing
Alumni Association of PolyU, as well as a member of the Vetting
Committee of the Innovation and Technology Fund.

Mr Lam’s career accomplishments were recognised in the Young
Industrialist Awards of Hong Kong 2000.

He has generously established the HK$5 million Lam Tai Fai Foundation Industrialist Awards of Hong
Fund, which enables highly qualified academics from mainland universities to
undertake full-time Master of Arts programme in Fashion and Textiles Design at
PolyU. His support for the textiles world of Hong Kong and his alma mater was
recognised by the University Fellowship he received in November 2000.

Mr Lam Tai-fali

Managing Director of Peninsula Knitters Ltd.
(Higher Diploma in Textile Technology,
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Mr Freeman Lau Siu-hong

Partner and Chief Art Director,
Kan & Lau Design Consultants
(Diploma in Design, Hong Kong Polytechnic, 1979)

Mr Lau and his sculpture — “Searching
for position”.

Since Mr Freeman Lau Siu-hong graduated from the Hong Kong Polytechnic
in 1979 with a Diploma in Design, he has become one of Hong Kong’s best
known designers as well as a respected judge and commentator on the design

scene.

As a senior member at Kan & Lau Design Consultants, Mr Lau
is at ease in a variety of media and has held a number of solo
exhibitions.

The long sequence of more than 200 graphic design and other
awards his work has received in Hong Kong and overseas witnesses
to a life of creativity and to his vision of the centrality of design to
society.

This vision has been particularly well explored in the unstinting
contributions he has made to the community. His work has
helped preserve both the local environment and our sense of
global responsibility. It has dramatically drawn attention to the
plight of the world’s needy. And it has done much to build a
respected platform for the design profession, a platform further
strengthened by his major contributions to the Hong Kong
Designers Association.

This celebrated, prolific designer has been instrumental in
enhancing the international standing of Hong Kong’s design
profession and cultivate local creative talents.

professional grade officer to be sponsored
to attend the Master of Public Administration
course.

Under his guidance, the Land Registry
took shape as the first Trading Fund
Government Department.

In addition to his strong commitment to
the surveying profession in Hong Kong, Mr
Pang made an enormous contribution to our
history and our future when he was
appointed Commissioner for Economic and
Trade Affairs in the US between 1996 and
1999. These were transitional years when

advanced Hong Kong's cause with skill and determination.

Master of Science programme in International Real Estate.

Mr Pang is Hong Kong’s Commissioner of Rating and Valuation, a post to
which he has risen since his early days with the department.

He has fond memories of his early days at the Hong Kong Technical
College and of his time at Harvard, where he was the first Government

the spotlight was particularly turned on Hong Kong and when his advocacy
counted for much. He has had the ear of the world's leaders, and has

Mr Kenneth Pang Tsan-wing
Commissioner of Rating and

Valuation of the HKSAR Government

(Higher Diploma in Surveying and Building Technology,
Hong Kong Technical College, 1967)

Mrs Hilary Clinton (left) meeting
Mrs Anson Chan and Mr Pang,
then Hong Kong Commissioner
to USA, at the White House in
1997.

Back in Hong Kong, he retains strong links with PolyU, particularly its
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Mr Thomas Tang Koon-yiu _
o Mr Tang’s study at the Hong Kong Technical College was soon followed by
Executive Director

of the Hong Kong Productivity Council a Cranfield Master of Science, and he then returned to Hong Kong to join
(Higher Diploma in Production Engineering, Ampex Ferrotec. A Hong Kong pioneer in computer peripherals and precision
Hong Kong Technical College, 1968) automation equipment, this company was regularly visited by overseas and

local dignitaries eager to see our technological

capabilities for themselves.

Mr Tang was named in the Young Industrialist
Awards of Hong Kong 1990. He has led numerous
delegations and study missions abroad and to the
mainland, and has served many trade and
manufacturing associations.

With such experience and involvement in the
Hong Kong industrial scene, it must have come as
no surprise when he was appointed Executive
Director of the Hong Kong Productivity Council in
1997. In this post he has inspired innumerable
initiatives. He also holds important positions in a
number of mainland productivity organisations.

Mr Tang has pioneered in Hong Kong, among others, the production of
magnetic heads, powder metallurgy and printer heads and mechanisms. He is
spearheading Hong Kong's move to become a centre of innovation and
technology.

Mr Tang speaking at a press conference.

Prof. Tsoi Ah-chung

Prof. Tsoi is a top pioneering scholar and researcher in the area of Neural et AR T

Network Theory, now residing in Australia. His research achievements lie University of Wollongong, Australia
mainly in the practical application of artificial intelligence, including neural (Higher Diploma in Electronic Engineering,
network technique. Hong Kong Technical College, 1969)

After graduating from our Institution, he received his
master’s degree and his doctorate from the University of
Salford.

Since then his rapidly growing leadership in the field of
information technology and his teaching and research
reputation in major institutions from the UK to Asia has led
to countless appearances at major conferences and
workshops. Prof. Tsoi has a distinguished publication record
focused on his primary field of endeavour—neural network
theory.

In his year at the Australian Defence Force Academy as
Director of Computing Services he learned to wear uniform
and carry a clipboard, and he capped his activities as
supercomputer expert with the purchase and installation of a Convex C1
supercompulter.

Prof. Tsoi generously shares his scholarship and expertise with PolyU’s
Department of Electronic and Information Engineering and the Advisory
Committee of the Centre for Multimedia Signal Processing. ®
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