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HKTDC Executive Director Michael Sze welcomed
guests at the opening ceremony.
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(from left) Dr Lo Veng-cheong, Prof. Francis Yik and
Dr Stanley Yeung conducted a seminar at the/Expo.
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One-stop-shop to higher
learning opportunities

s more people are aware of the need to constantly upgrade their work
skills and knowledge, the Education and Careers Expo 2000 was held
in February to provide the latest information and options.

A major highlight of the four-day mega fair was the Hong Kong Higher
Education Pavilion, featuring tertiary institutions including PolyU. Under the
theme “Creating a competitive edge for our students and the community”, the
PolyU booth offered up-to-date information about its various academic
programmes and opportunities for further education in preparation for a
knowledge-based economy. Besides attractively designed printed materials,
participants also obtained information they needed on CD-ROM.

To enhance the understanding of the participants about the unique features
of individual programmes, representatives of different departments had conducted
three seminars centering on meeting the challenges in the 21 century: Broader
Education Opportunities offered by PolyU; PolyU’s role in the High-tech
Development and in the Field of Construction and Land Use; Tourism: a look
ahead as well as Health Care Professions in the Cyber Century. &

(right) Antony
Leung of the
Education
Commission
toured the PolyU
booth with Prof.
Leung Tin-pui and
Mrs Nancy Tong.
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Collaborative research labs ranked high

wo laboratories under the
aegis of PolyU have been
highly commended by the

national expert panel in the first
assessment by the Chinese Academy
of Sciences on its 12 laboratories and
research centres jointly established
with higher education institutions in
the HKSAR.

The “Fire Safety and Technology
Research Centre for Large Space”,
established by PolyU and the
University of Science and Technology
of China, was ranked second while
the “Union Laboratory of Asymmetric
Synthesis”, established by PolyU,
Chengdu Institute of Organic
Chemistry and Taiwan’s National
Chung Hsing University, came fourth
on the list.

Delighted with the encouraging
result, Prof. Edwin Cheng Tai-chiu,
PolyU’s Vice-President (Research and
Postgraduate Studies) said, “The result does not only acknowledge
the fruits of collaboration between PolyU and research institutions
on the mainland, but also reinforces our determination to pursue
academic excellence in a professional context.”

The Fire Safety and Technology Research Centre for Large
Space is located in Hefei, Anhui province. Heading the research
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An experiment of natural smoke filling process.

team are Prof. Chow Wan-ki, Chair
Professor of PolyU’s Department of
Building Services Engineering; and Prof.
Fan Weicheng, Vice-President of the
University of Science and Technology
of China.

The Centre creates a simulated
environment for researchers to study
important topics on fire science,
including natural smoke filling, natural
ventilation, mechanical smoke
extraction system, atrium sprinkler and
fire detection system.

The Union Laboratory of Asymmetric
Synthesis is situated in Chengdu,
Sichuan province. Heading the research
team are Prof. Albert Chan Sun-chi,
Chair Professor and Head of PolyU’s
Department of Applied Biology and
Chemical Technology; Prof. Jiang
Yaozhong, former director of Chengdu
Institute of Organic Chemistry; and Prof.
Yang Tengkuei, Dean of the Faculty of
Sciences, National Chung Hsing University in Taiwan.

Asymmetric synthesis is a chemical process that can facilitate
the production of pure chiral compound - an important constituent
of modern medicine - in the pharmaceutical industry. The research
team has already discovered three new catalysts for the process
and successfully registered for patents in the US. ®
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