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One touch, and HKCyberU is born! Picture shows the President (left) and Mr Allen Ma,
Executive Director, External Affairs and Strategic Alliance Development of  Cable & Wireless
HKT, at the launch of the new university.

W ith China’s imminent entry to

the World Trade Organization,

prospects for Hong Kong is

bright. As a service base for foreign

investors in China, Hong Kong is set to

benefit from the eventual open market of

the mainland and an influx of foreign

capital. Possessing a unique geographical

location, a stable financial and monetary

system and a transparent government, Hong

Kong is in a prime position to bounce

back from the Asian financial crisis.

However, China’s accession to the WTO

means the people of Hong Kong must be

prepared for rapid reforms and changes.

This will take place on many levels. Hong

Kong is preparing to be Asia’s business

hub by introducing major infrastructure

improvements, using technology to

enhance public service facilities, and

carrying out major social and educational

reform to meet the needs of the future.

More importantly, the people of Hong

Kong must adapt to the fast-changing

business and social  environment.

Companies and individuals alike need to

understand that the quality of human

resources holds the key to the knowledge-

based society of the future. The concept of

continuing education has therefore taken

flight in recent years as more people realise
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that in order to stay competitive, it is

imperative for Hong Kong’s workforce to

update their skills and knowledge on a

continuing basis.

PolyU, in keeping pace with the new

demands of the Hong Kong economy, has

stepped up its efforts in promoting lifelong

learning. The University ushered in a new

era in launching in June The Hong Kong

CyberU (HKCyberU), the first Hong Kong-

based university in cyberspace.

HKCyberU is an advanced learning

institution on the Internet. Co-founded by

PolyU and Cable & Wireless HKT, the new

virtual university is an innovative set-up

which can be accessed by high-speed,

broadband Internet service anywhere

anytime, breaking the boundaries of a

traditional classroom. Using the most

advanced technologies and offering

unparalleled flexibility and convenience,

HKCyberU is a dynamic institution that

will set new standards in interactive

learning.

PROFILE JULY 20004



JULY 2000 PROFILE 5

HKCyberU is not the only innovative step taken by PolyU to enhance lifelong

learning. The University recently launched Hong Kong’s first “academic

network” of its kind, the Consortium of Continuing Education Institutions

(CCEI). Marking a new milestone in the further advancement of lifelong education,

CCEI provides a practical and alternative route for adults to receive higher education.

The Consortium is a network formed by PolyU, Caritas Adult and Higher Education

Service, Hong Kong College of Technology and the Hong Kong Federation of Trade

Union’s Spare Time Study Centre.

Under this unprecedented approach in professional and continuing education,

PolyU will consider credit transfer from CCEI member institutions to its School of

Professional Education and Executive Development (SPEED) through the newly

established Credit Accumulation Mechanism (CAM), a standardised credit transfer

system linking the institutions together.

According to Dr. Anthony Tam, Director of SPEED, the CAM framework includes

the introduction of a new set of Professional and Continuing Education (PCE) awards

at the levels of Certificate, Diploma, Associate and Bachelor degrees.

Under the new framework, students who successfully complete CAM programmes

can accumulate their credits to gain a PCE award and will be provided with the

opportunity to transfer credits in conventional PolyU programmes.

Moreover, subjects offered as part of a continuing education programme by CCEI

member institutions would be assessed and benchmarked for the purpose of credit

transfer to PolyU’s CAM system.

According to Prof. Philip Yeung Kwok-

wing, PolyU’s Vice President (Academic

Development) who will spearhead the future

development of HKCyberU, the institution

was set up in response to Hong Kong

people’s increasing desire to enhance their

knowledge, despite their busy and hectic

lifestyle.

“With our experience in continuing

education, a trend is becoming very

apparent,” Prof. Yeung said. “People are

willing to invest time to take part in

continuing education, but they are often

limited by their work schedules. We feel the

Internet is the best medium for education

because it is convenient for these busy

people.”

HKCyberU is the embodiment of PolyU’s

expertise and Cable & Wireless HKT’s

technical capabilities. Students studying

online at HKCyberU are eligible for PolyU’s

academic awards. With a spectrum of

programmes in niche areas, developed and

delivered by PolyU faculty and enhanced

by multimedia, interactive technology,

HKCyberU is poised to providing rich and

robust learning experience.

Initially, three fully certified postgraduate

programmes can be completed through

HKCyberU starting the 2000/01 academic

year. “Students can obtain master’s degrees

in Project Management, E-commerce and

Professional Accounting,” Prof. Yeung said.

“These courses are just as challenging and

enr ich ing as  t rad i t iona l  academic

programmes.”

PolyU will undertake overall programme

and courseware development and faculty

administration while Cable & Wireless HKT

will contribute its broadband Internet

capabilities, server facilities and marketing

expertise.

HKCyberU targets to support full-time

working learners in Hong Kong, the Chinese

mainland and the South East Asian region.

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○

JULY 2000 PROFILE 5

Alliance to promote lifelong learning: (from left) Prof. Philip Yeung; Mr Cheng Yiu-tong,
President of the Hong Kong Federation of Trade Unions; PolyU President; Rev. Michael Yeung
of Caritas-Hong Kong; and Mr C.H. Chan, Principal of the Hong Kong College of Technology.
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“As all credits are valid for a lifetime, students

can pursue further studies in accordance with

their own needs and at their own pace. This will

strongly encourage mature learners to pursue

lifelong education,” Dr. Tam said. Looking ahead,

Dr. Tam is optimistic that the University’s Credit

Accumulation Mechanism will be recognized by

other tertiary institutions at home and abroad.

The new alliance of the four institutions will

make available a more comprehensive selection

of courses, offering students more choices and

flexibility. Students will benefit from the concept

of independent, tailor-made style of learning, and

be able to study at their own pace.

At a ceremony to mark the launch of the

Consortium held on PolyU campus on June 14,

representatives from the CCEI institutions cheered

this innovative system, which will give countless

learners an added incentive to work towards

higher levels of academic or professional

achievement.

Rev. Michael M.C. Yeung, Caritas’s Director

of Education Services, said that this Consortium

marked a first step to give hard working learners

the recognition they deserve. He maintains that it

is important for different educational institutions

to work together towards the common goal of

offering lifelong learning opportunities to

everyone.

Between September and December this

year, SPEED will offer more than 100 credit-

bearing courses in a variety of subjects, including

finance, accountancy, management, design,

marketing, building and real estates and

information technology. (For further details, see

http://www.polyu.edu.hk/speed.)

FEATUREFEATURE

Leveraging PolyU’s extensive links with leading academic institutions, the joint

venture will also look into further partnerships with top universities and

courseware providers in Asia and overseas to extend its programme offerings.

 “We definitely did not want HKCyberU to be another distant learning set-

up,” Prof. Yeung stressed. The online institution stresses the importance of

communication between faculty and students, something Prof. Yeung feels is

an important ingredient in a quality programme.

“The Internet hasn’t isolated the students from the professors; it has actually

brought them closer together,” he added. A survey conducted among PolyU

faculty revealed that class discussions and questioning sessions has been kept

to a minimum in a traditional classroom setting for various reasons. “Students in

Hong Kong are generally too shy to ask questions or raise discussions,” Prof.

Yeung said. However, the Internet has changed all these.

“We have real-time discussion chat rooms and bulletin boards for each

course,” he continued. “Students have expressed a very positive response in

voicing their questions, and this has actually enhanced the relationship between

mentors and students.” In fact, students are partially judged by their degree of

“class” participation. “This is by no means an isolated course of study. HKCyberU

is enabling the students to access the classroom anywhere, anytime.”

Prof. Yeung feels that HKCyberU offers an alternative to pursuing a degree,

but does not believe the Internet classroom will replace traditional campus life.

“The online studies really cater for working people who, due to the demand of

their jobs, cannot attend classes at a set time,” he said. “University life is much

more than just coursework: it is about socialising, experiencing life on campus;

Internet education is an added dimension.”

Since its launch, HKCyberU has received great support from students and

faculty alike. “Our instructors are very interested in developing new ideas,”

Prof. Yeung said. “Our society is going through enormous changes. We must

adapt to a new lifestyle, and that includes reforms in education.”

PolyU’s new Vice President (Partnership and Continuing Education), Dr Lui

Sun-wing, shared the view that continuing education in Hong Kong is changing

fast, saying that PolyU has always adopted a practical and flexible approach,

providing a multi-faceted educational environment for Hong Kong people.

“Our goal is to give students what they need to succeed in the world today,” Dr

Lui said. “Our specialty is knowledge enhancement; we enable each student to

succeed in their chosen field and keep them abreast of the ever-changing

society.”

Dr Lui feels that students do not get an education for a piece of paper; they

see education as a means to make them more competitive. “Our students are

serious about learning. They know exactly what they need and it is our job to

provide them with the knowledge,” he said.

After all, the world is getting smaller, and for Hong Kong to earn its

deserving place in the world economy, knowledge enhancement is of para-

mount importance. And PolyU will continue to do whatever it takes to give the

people of Hong Kong the “edge”. (For more information on HKCyberU, log on

to http://www.polyu.edu.hk/hkcyberu.)

Rev. Michael Yeung
after signing the
Memorandum of
Understanding on
establishing CCEI.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

PROFILE JULY 20006

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○



JULY 2000 PROFILE 7

�� !"#$%&'E�F�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01232456789:

FEATUREFEATURE

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$%&'

�� !"#$%�� !

�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$%&'()*$%+,-

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.)

�� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-".

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !"#$%&'()��*+

�� !"#$ %&'()*+,-.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()*

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,"-.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-�.

�� !"#$%&!'()*+,-.

�� !"#$%&'()*%&+, 

�� !"#$

�� !"#$%&'"()*+,

�� !"�#$%&'()*+,�

�
�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !"#$%#&'�()*

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !"#$%&'()#*+,-.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()*"+,-.

�� � !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !"#$%&'()*+,$-.

�� !"#$%&'

�� !"#$%&'�()*+,

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'( !)*+,-

���� !"#$%�

�� !"#$%&'()*+",

�� !"#!$%&'()*+,-.

�� !"#"$%&'()*+,-!

�� !"#$%&'()*+!,-

�� !"#$%&'()*+,)-.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !"#�� !"�� !"#$#

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-%.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()**+,-.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.



PROFILE JULY 20008

FEATUREFEATURE

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

PROFILE JULY 20008

�� !"#�� !"#$%&'()�*"#+,-.(/

�� !�"#$%&'()*+,-'./0123456789

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123%4�� !"#

�� !"#$%&'()$*+,-%.%/012345678

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345

�� !"#$%&'()*+,"-./*0"123*4"

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0"123!

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123��!456

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789:;

�� !"#$%&'()*

�� !"#$%&'�� !"�� !"#$%&'()*

�� !!"#$%&'�()*+,-&./0123,456(

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0,1234,56789

�� !"#$%&

�� !"# $%&'()*+,-./012345,67

�� �!"#$%&'()'*+',)'-./'01'234

�� !"#�� !"#$% ÜííéWLLïïïKéçäóìKÉÇìKÜâLëéÉÉÇ�

�
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-."/0$12345(

�� !"#$%&'()* +,-$%./0$%123

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456 !

�� !"#

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0#$%123456

�� !"#$"%&'()*+,-

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123"45#67

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123*+45678

�� !"#$%&'

�� !"#$%&'�� !"�� !"#$%&' "(

�� !"#$%&'()*&+,-./012345,6789

�� !"#$%&'()*+,*-#./#.0123#456

�� �!"#$%&'()*+,-%&./012$3456%

�� !"#

�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$ %&'

�� !"#$%&'�

�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#

�� !"#�� 

�� !"#$%&$'

�� !"#$!%&'

�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.

�� !"#$%&''()$*+,-./0 1233

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0(12�345

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234"56

�� !"�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01#2"#34

�� !"

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-(./01234

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234 56

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345"6

�� !"#$%&'("#)*+,-./012345

�� 

�� !"#$%&'() *+,*-./012,

�� �� !"#$%&'()*+,-.� !/01

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.#/0123456

�� !"#$%&'

�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&'(�

�� !�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123��� 

�� !"#$%&$'()*+,-!#./-0123

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.$%/012�34

�� !"#$%&'()*'+,-

�� !"#$%#&'&()*+,-./012

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./� 01�� !

�� !"#�$%&'()*+,-./01234'5

�� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !"#$#%&'()*+��,-./01

�� !"#$%&'()*+�,-./01234�5

�� !"#$%&'()�� !"#$%&'()*+

�� ÜííéWLLïïïKéçäóìKÉÇìKÜâLÜâÅóÄÉêì�

�� !"

�� !"


