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China’s first Institute for Disaster
Management and Reconstruction

opened
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China’s first Institute for Disaster Management and Reconstruction (IDMR)
jointly established by PolyU and Sichuan University was officially opened
in May 2013. Located in Jiang An Campus of Sichuan University, the
20,000-square metres IDMR is home to six laboratories and a disaster
database and resource centre, all supported by a generous grant from The
Hong Kong Jockey Club.

IDMR is comprised of the following departments: (1) Post-disaster
Rehabilitation and Medical Treatment (subject areas: physiotherapy,
occupational therapy, prosthetics and orthopedics, biomaterials and bio-
engineering); (2) Disaster Nursing; (3) Disaster Social Work and Psychology
(subject areas: post-disaster community reconstruction and mental
rehabilitation); and (4) Environment Planning and Engineering (subject
areas: shockproof structure, urban planning with disaster prevention). To
support the reconstruction and sustainable development of Sichuan, PolyU
is currently introducing some of its professional programmes across the
border through IDMR.

After the Lushan 4.20 earthquake, IDMR has played an important role by
setting up a task force and mobilizing trained professionals to provide
support for relief work in the areas of nursing, rehabilitation, social work and
psychology. Prof. Cecilia Li of the Department of Rehabilitation Sciences,
Prof. Samantha Pang of the School of Nursing and Dr Timothy Sim of the
Department of Applied Social Sciences have been providing assistance and
support in different ways.

Earlier, PolyU and Sichuan University co-organized the Forum on “Post-
Disaster Revival and International Disaster Reduction” to conclude lessons
learnt from Wenchuan Post-Disaster Reconstruction and Lushan 4.20
Earthquake.

Representatives of both institutions witness the opening of IDMR.
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Prof. Cecilia Li visits a Sichuan earthquake victim
and provides training for healthcare workers.
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