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Watch the video
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PolyU launches social innovation festival
to make a positive social difference.
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olyU’s contributions to civil society were

on show from 27 September to 6 October

2013 when the Jockey Club Design
Institute for Social Innovation (JCDISI) staged its
inaugural 10 Day Fest with the theme of “making
a change in 10 days”. Staged in and around the
recently opened Jockey Club Innovation Tower,
the festival featured exhibitions, performances,
installations, lectures, seminars and workshops,
highlighting the University's commitment to
innovation with social impact. Visitors over the ten
days met and participated in activities led by local
and international designers, artist and researchers.
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Made possible through funding from The Hong Kong
Jockey Club Charities Trust, the event launched with a
lively opening ceremony on campus, with the traditional
red brick of PolyU framing the sleek, futuristic Jockey
Club Innovation Tower in the background. Speaking at
the ceremony were Ms Marjorie Yang Mun-tak, Council
Chairman of PolyU, Mr T. Brian Stevenson, Chairman
of The Hong Kong Jockey Club, Prof. Timothy W.
Tong, President of PolyU, and Mr Alvin Yip, Director
of the JCDISI. The audience included, among others,
Consulate Generals, government officials, district
councillors and representatives from fields such as
design, architecture, engineering, business, arts and
culture, social welfare and the green movement.

Ms Yang captured the essence of the ceremony with
a light-hearted but penetrating consideration of what
social innovation means to PolyU. “What place”, she
asked, “does social innovation have at a science and
technology university?” She pointed out that this might
well have been what any engineers in the audience
were thinking, but drew the answer directly from a
central tenet of PolyU’s mission. “We firmly believe
that technology is only of value if it can make a social
difference”, she said.

As Prof. Cees de Bont, Dean of the School of Design and
Chairman of JCDISI Management Committee, commented
before the ceremony, design no longer takes a business-
led industrial approach, but is now “embracing a social
purpose in addition to serving the economy”.

Speaking at the ceremony on behalf of The Hong Kong
Jockey Club, Mr Stevenson described the festival as “a
signature event to demonstrate what can be achieved
when all sectors of the community pull together”. He
also expressed confidence that the festival would inspire
participants to devise innovative ideas for the benefit
of all. As JCDISI Director Mr Yip put it, social innovation
involves “collaborative acts that create the future”.

Prof. Tong prefaced his comments about the festival
with an explanation of the recently released movie
The Way We Dance, which follows a group of young
dancers as they overcome difficulties and pursue their
dreams. The story, said Prof. Tong, was “inspired by
the passion of a group of PolyU students” and featured
the line “How far are you willing to go for dance?” He
asked, in a similar manner, “How far are we willing to go
for our dreams, for something we really want to pursue
and achieve?” Answering on behalf of PolyU, he said
that “we are just like those dancers, going far to
live up to our motto To learn and to apply, for the
benefit of mankind'’. It is our mission, our pursuit,

our dream — we innovate for social good”.

AREERERSREERESEY  TTRILSAINES
AIFREENRERE - ET S ITmE AR K AR H
EFSRIFEMET  UMARERNERAERESS
o BAREGEIRGHELL  BEABEBFEEREX
B4  BEAREEEEXRRLBESFSH AR
RERRREENFRE  LRZELEZSE - 15
BEE BFEE BEE URKART EE T
2R XEEM - HEERAERRBEREK -

BEEL T AEMBRE DBE - R FEAEIEX
BB MH THEAHE-—AEINBRMEOKR
BAENMLERME ? jiig S r L R TI2A —
BEFEMMEE - MipREERPCERNEREDF -
IRFREHZNEER EREELERFE  HFHILE

o o

BARFEERERESELGATRIAREELZES
ITEIRBHE  ERBHRBART  RFWAREH
BEIENTERAEREULSRIF /AN, -

EEEFEIREXEREEAR LHEHE  KRERE
TR MEAHMHATRALESEERRHNINERE
B, - RGBT ATRE2NENRERE - RIEA
PARRBERERNNELD - HESSH AT RAAES
RLZREME - HEAIFRTREERRRNBIETE.

BARREREXRRESHMAER - RETHN—E
REXREZZRNFERERENEY (EHIK) 5
HZEE TR - HEARENRITRE,  BREERE
REXNEFED  BHTRT2E > RATNERE
B RTTEARRCHREEZHOEE - SRBIT
BEEFEORE BENRMOERR - EEREMN
Eap ~ BRMBIE - RERBEEM KA

(Photo on left) Opening ceremony
of the Social Innovation Festival
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(Photo below) Jockey Club
Innovation Tower
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nv-MjF_c8l0
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Events spanning the social
spectrum

As part of the opening ceremony, 17 young local designers
staged the exuberant “Ageless Catwalk” fashion show, redefining
fashion for the ‘silver age’. Twenty-eight models aged up to a
spritely 89 presented original outfits on stage. The show aimed to
covey an exciting and confident image of the silver age through
thoughtful designs.

Also featuring on the festival's first day were installations that
symbolized openness and a sense of welcome for visitors.
The Dutch visual artist Antoon Versteegde worked with PolyU
students to create “The Wheel”, a circular bamboo structure that
rose over seven metres on campus to symbolize inclusive public
participation and celebration. Award winning architect William
Lim cooperated with local students to create “Towers”. Hundreds
of bamboo ladders were tied together using the hand-knotting
technigue traditionally employed in Hong Kong to form row upon
row of welcoming gates.

Once in the Innovation Tower, visitors had the opportunity to learn
about some of the recent socially oriented research undertaken
at PolyU. One particularly important project in the spotlight was
“Hawker Reload”. Following the fires at the outdoor hawker stall
area in Fa Yuen Street in December 2010 and November 2011,
PolyU formed a multidisciplinary team to study Hawker stall
arrangements and design. The exhibition featured prototypes of
improved hawker stalls, outlining the research process involved.

Time for reflection and action

The focus of the event spread internationally, with the “Happy
Summit” asking “How have you changed the city?” Featured
speakers Mr Soichiro Takashima, Mayor of Fukuoka in Japan, Mr
Jason Chih-chiang Hu, Mayor of Taichung in Taiwan, and others,
discussed the steps they have taken to enliven cities and what
they will focus on in the future.

Culminating for the public in an open house on 5 October, the
festival offered visitors an invaluable opportunity to learn about
what the PolyU community is working on that will touch their lives.
As PolyU President Prof. Timothy W. Tong remarked during the
opening ceremony, JCDISI is encouraging people from all walks
of life to “come together to look for solutions to problems, drive
positive changes, and bring positive energy to Hong Kong, our
nation and our world”. The first 10 Day Fest was just a taste of
things to come for a better future.
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