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HRERERERERERE

nm“ '
Fifteent regution (Dociaral a8
30 00 TR R R R
- o A i £




The University sent forth about 9,700 students at its 15th Congregation held in October
and November this year, including 107 Doctor of Philosophy, 21 discipline-based
Doctor’s degree, 45 Master of Philosophy, 3,536 Master’s degree, 4,520 Bachelor’s
degree, 104 postgraduate diploma and certificate and 1,360 sub-degree awards.

Five prominent figures were conferred honorary doctorates in recognition of their
distinguished accomplishments and contributions.
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Mrs Rita Fan Hsu Lai-tai, Standing
Committee Member of the Eleventh
National People's Congress of the
People's Republic of China, was conferred
the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Social
Science. Mrs Fan serves Hong Kong in
many aspects, with education and politics
particularly close to her heart.

After working in the Hong Kong
Polytechnic for 16 years, she took up
the Chairmanship of the Education
Commission in 1990 and championed
the move for schools to teach in
mother-tongue.

Mrs Fan's political career started in 1983
when she was appointed as a Member of
the Legislative Council and later in 1989
as an appointed member of the Executive
Council. She had made significant
contributions to the smooth transition of
Hong Kong and was elected as the first
President of the Provisional Legislative
Council in 1997. She held the Presidency
for three terms until 2008.

Mrs Fan, who sees herself as leading

“a life of no regret”, encourages the

new graduates to “shoulder greater
responsibility for the future of our city and
our country”.

Dr Stefano Marzano, Chief Executive
Officer and Chief Creative Director

of Philips Design, was conferred the
Honorary Degree of Doctor of Design. Dr
Marzano is famous in the design world
not only for his design excellence, but also
his keen sense of social responsibility, his
love for humanity, and his enthusiasm in
nurturing the next generation.

Apart from his capacity at Philips, Dr
Marzano takes on an active role in
advancing design education through
speaking at international conferences and
publishing extensively on design topics.
His commitment to the design industry

is reflected in the many professional
positions he has held in institutions around
the world, including the Milan Polytechnic
Institute, the Design Management Institute
in USA and Design London.

Dr Marzano is keen on fostering
collaboration between PolyU and Philips
Design so as “to make strides in improving
the quality of life for all persons around

the globe”.
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Prof. Robert A. Mundell, University
Professor at Columbia University, was
conferred the Honorary Degree of Doctor
of Business Administration. Prof. Mundell
has authored numerous works on the
theory of international economics and

has prepared one of the first plans for a
common currency in Europe. He is known
as the “Father of the Euro”.

In addition to teaching, Prof. Mundell

has also been an advisor to a number of
international agencies and organizations,
as well as several governments in Latin
America, Europe and Canada. Prof.
Mundell's tremendous contributions to
scholarship in economics have earned him
many awards and honours, most notably,
the Nobel Prize in Economics in 1999,
for his works on optimum currency areas
and the development of the international
macroeconomic model.

As an economic guru whose insights

are increasingly sought after by political
and academic leaders, Prof. Mundell
expresses the hope to continue his
interaction with PolyU as it enters an even
greater future.
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Prof. Poon Chung-kwong, President
Emeritus of PolyU, was conferred the
Honorary Degree of Doctor of Humanities.
When Prof. Poon retired from the
Presidency of PolyU after 18 years of
distinguished service in 2008, he was the
longest serving head of a government-
funded university in the history of Hong
Kong. Under his able leadership, the
Institution assumed full university status
in 1994 and developed into a pioneer of
professional education and application-
oriented research.

Over the years, Prof. Poon has also
served on numerous committees of the
Government and of the industrial, business
and educational sectors.

Prof. Poon will be remembered as an
accomplished scientist and scholar, as
well as a university president who masters
the teachings of Buddhism, Taoism

and the philosophers of ancient China.

He urges the new graduates to “act in

the spirit of Buddhism’s four principal
Bodhisattvas: to have great wisdom, to
show great compassion, to make great
vows and to do great deeds”.

goooo
goooobooobooboooobboooboobo
goooooobobooooboboooooo
ooooooobooooobobobooobobo
ogooooooooooobobooobobo
pcoooooooooooboboboobobo
goooooooo

oooooooboooooboboboooboobo
ooooooobooooobobobooobobo
goooooooooooboboboobobo
pcoooooooboooooobobooobobo
goooooooooooobo

oooooooboooooboboboooboobo
goooooooooooobobobooboobo
goooooooobooooooo

Dr Samuel Yin Yen-liang, Chief
Executive Officer of the Taiwan-based
conglomerate Ruentex Group, was
conferred the Honorary Degree of

Doctor of Engineering. Dr Yin is a
multi-disciplinary scientist, a successful
entrepreneur and an active philanthropist.

Dr Yin’s philanthropic contributions

to education in the Chinese mainland
began in 1989, when he founded the
Guanghua Education Foundation to grant
scholarships to graduate students in top
mainland universities. More than 110,000
students have received the scholarship
over the past two decades. In 1991, Dr
Yin set up the Guanghua Engineering
Award to pay tribute to Chinese

scientists who have outstanding research
achievements. Apart from supporting
education and scientific research, Dr Yin is
also involved in disaster and poverty relish
work on the mainland, with charitable
contributions topping RMB580 million over
the years.

Dr Yin looks forward to collaborating more
with PolyU and contributing to its further
development.
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President Calls for Support to Advance
Innovation and Technology
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In Prof. Timothy W. Tong’s first
Congregation Address at PolyU, he
urged the community not to under-
estimate the contributions or potential
contributions from industrial develop-
ment to our economy. “Since my
return to Hong Kong, | have been
hearing many comments about the
lack of industries here or the absence
of prospects for those industries,” said
Prof. Tong, “This view might hinder the
future development of Hong Kong

as a whole.”

Prof. Tong pointed out that cross-
border and trans-national operations
are now the norm for many different
types of business, including heavy
industries. He urged the authorities
concerned to fully capitalize on the
strengths and opportunities created by
the dynamics of a globalized world.

Prof. Tong also quoted some examples
which illustrate the University’s

active engagement in research and
development that has cross-border
applications. PolyU’s researchers,

for instance, are developing nano-
structured materials for aircraft and
automotive applications for Airbus

in Europe and Baosteel Group
Corporation in the mainland. Another
case is the production of mycar in
Dongguan. The fully electrically driven
vehicle already has a market presence

in European countries including the UK,
France, Austria, Italy and Denmark, and
was launched in the local market on

23 October.

Prof. Tong opined that Hong Kong
might practise cross-border operation
together with Shenzhen in an innovative
way. Given the interest expressed

by the SAR Government and the
Shenzhen Municipal Government to
jointly develop the Lok Ma Chau Loop,
there is an opportunity to establish

a manufacturing base in that area
operated by a mix of skilled labour,
technicians, designers and engineers
from both sides of the border.

“This joint industrial operation would
enable both Hong Kong and the
Chinese mainland to capture the
enormous market opportunities
promised by globalization, thereby
contributing to the economic
development of both sides,” he said.

In closing, Prof. Tong called upon
PolyU graduates to become “practical
dreamers”, focusing on reality but
looking beyond it. He said, “They are
ready for the challenges of the job
market in our city and in the world.
They will be the best evidence that
PolyU is part of Hong Kong’s present
prosperity and its future growth.”
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