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Celebrities Share Life Experiences
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More than 1,000 students and staff
attended the Special Talk Series — “From
Dreams to Destiny” — organized by the
Students Affairs Office in November,
where speakers shared their life stories in
pursuing their dreams.

The speakers included young
motivational speaker Mr Nick Vuijicic,
former senior government official

Mr Frederick Ma Si-hang, mountaineer
Mr Chung Kin-man and PolyU President
Prof. Timothy W. Tong.
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Mr Nick Vuijicic

Born without arms and legs, the 26-year-
old Mr Vuijicic has a tough life but a
thankful heart. He founded the charity Life
Without Limbs and travelled around the
world to motivate people by sharing his
eventful life.

His life purpose is to bring hope to others.
He urged students to find a purpose in
life as it is the driving force to overcome
challenges and to accomplish their goals.
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Mr Frederick Ma Si-hang

Mr Ma was the Secretary for Financial
Services and the Treasury from 2002

to 2007, and then the Secretary for
Commerce and Economic Development.
He resigned in 2008. Before joining

the government, Mr Ma held senior
management positions in many financial
institutions.

To him, the three key factors for success
are hard work, good personality and
knowledge. He advised students to treat
obstacles as opportunities, especially
during tough times.
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Mr Chung Kin-man

Mr Chung’s motto is: We are not
superman, but we all have the ability

to go beyond our limits. He is the

first Hongkonger to climb the highest
mountains on all seven continents and
has been to the North and South poles.
He made four attempts to conquer Mount

Everest before succeeding in the fifth time.

Mr Chung believes that success is only
made possible with the experience gained
from earlier endeavours. He encouraged
students to learn from failures which take
them a step closer to success.
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Prof. Timothy W. Tong

In his talk entitled “The Ten Most... from
Prof. Tong”, the President shared with the
audience his university days, family life,
most admirable mentor, favourite sport,
book and food, most wonderful trip and
the most difficult decision he made.

He advised students to pursue their
dreams and face up to the challenges
ahead. At the end of the talk, he surprised
the audience by playing his favourite song
‘Here comes the sun’ on the guitar.
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A Great Leap Forward in University Rankings

oot

Among the Top 200 Universities

This year, PolyU as a whole as well as
many of its disciplines have made a great
leap forward in various league tables. In
the “Times Higher Education-QS World
University Ranking 2009” of the Times
Higher Education Supplement (THES),
PolyU has moved up from the 224th place
in 2008 to the 195th place in 2009, and is
now listed among the top 200 universities
in the world. The THES rankings are based
on six criteria, including: peer review
carried out among academics, review of
graduate recruiters, staff-to-student ratio,
citations of academic papers, percentage
of overseas staff and percentage of
overseas students.

Construction Research Tops

the World

According to independent surveys by
Thomson Reuters, a US company which
produces the Science Citation Index (SCI)
database, the University has scored three
number ones in the world in terms of
research performance in the disciplines
of Civil Engineering, Construction and
Building Technology, and Geomatics.

In both the field of Civil Engineering and
Construction and Building Technology,
PolyU tops the world in both the total
number of papers published in SCI
journals from 2003 to 2007 and the total
number of citations received by these
papers from 2003 to 2008 from other SCI
journal papers.

PolyU also takes the lead in the field of
Geomatics. The Department of Land
Surveying and Geo-Infomatics is ranked
first in the world by research output in
terms of both the total number of SCI
papers and the total number of citations in
the field of Geomatics from 2003 to 2008.

SHTM Ranked Second in the World
The School of Hotel and Tourism
Management (SHTM) is ranked second

among the world’s academic institutions
in hospitality and tourism based on total
research output in 11 leading hospitality
and tourism journals over the 15-year
period from 1992 to 2006. The league
table appears in the study “A World
Ranking of the Top 100 Hospitality and
Tourism Programs” published in the
November 2009 issue of the Journal of
Hospitality & Tourism Research. For a
more recent 5-year period from 2002 to
2006, the same study revealed that PolyU
is ranked no. 1 in the world.

Design Programme Listed Among
Top 30

School of Design’s Master of Design
(Design Strategies) programme has been
rated among the world’s top 30 best
“design thinking programmes”, according
to a survey published in the Business\Week
(2 October 2009).

Faculty of Business Ranked World’s
42nd for Finance and Economics
Research

The Faculty of Business has been

ranked 42nd in the world for its finance
and economics research by a study
published in the September 2009 issue

of the Journal of Financial Economics.

The rankings are based on the average
research rankings provided by 11 previous
studies over the period 1970-2001. The
research productivity is based on 36
economics journals and the top five of the
finance journals used by the earlier ranking
studies.

Graduate School of Business Soars
in World Ranking

PolyU’s Graduate School of Business

is ranked 66th in the world and third

in Asia, according to an independent
ranking exercise by the University of
Texas at Dallas (UTD) based on research
contribution in the world’s top 24 business
research journals from 2004 to 2008.

Moving Up in Engineering
Publication Performance

In terms of engineering publication
performance, PolyU has moved up from
72nd in 2008 to 63rd in 2009, according
to the 2009 by fields Performance Ranking
of Scientific Papers for World Universities
conducted by the Higher Education
Evaluation and Accreditation Council of
Taiwan. The ranking employs objective
indicators that evaluate both quantity and
quality of a university’s scientific papers,
and incorporates the assessment of long-
term and short-term achievements in the
composite measures.

Engineering and IT Ranked Among
Top 100

In the sub-category of Subject Ranking by
Engineering and Information Technology
of the THE-QS league table, the University
has leapfrogged from the 121st place to
91st place over the year, making it on the
list of top 100 universities in the disciplines
of engineering and information technology.

Mathematics Discipline among
World’s top 100

According to the Academic Ranking of
World Universities 2009 announced by
the Shanghai Jiao Tong University, PolyU
is ranked among top 100 universities in
the world in terms of its academic and
research performance in mathematics.

Humanities Made Great
Improvement

PolyU has made the greatest improvement
in the sub-category of Arts and Humanities
in the THE-QS ranking exercise, gaining
162 places in two years, including moving
up by 77 places from 275th in 2008 to
198th in 2009.
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