Programme 33212

Cantonese and Hong Kong Local Culture for Beginners EiEELIE HEA 1+ {EAF

Course no.: CLC-EXC-101-A

This course is designed for students who have recently arrived in Hong Kong and whose
native language is Putonghua. By learning practical Cantonese for daily use and certain
aspects of local culture, students will be better equipped to continue their studies and
navigate life in Hong Kong.
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Teaching Mode: Blended (50% Face-to-face lectures, 50% MOOC Online modules)

Medium of Instruction: Putonghua (Face-to-face lectures) / English with Chinese subtitles
(MOOC Online modules)
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Attendance Requirements HJEERE K

This course consists of three components:

1. Four Face-to-face lectures
2. Four online MOOC Cantonese modules
3. Four Zoom Consultation Sessions (Optional)

Students must attend at least 2 Face-to-face classes and complete all exercises in at least
2 MOOC units in order to meet the CLC attendance requirement for this course — that is, 50%
or above attendance for Face-to-face classes + completion of all exercises in 50% or above
of the MOOC units. Students who meet this requirement may have the course recorded on
their Co-curricular e-Transcript by the Student Affairs Office.
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Scenarios 15700

Competence Certificate BEEEFE /1B E

Students who wish to obtain a Certificate of Cantonese Proficiency must register for the
MOOC as a paid verified user and participate in the designated assessment. Upon passing
the assessment, students will receive a proficiency certificate issued by PolyU via edX.
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https://www.polyu.edu.hk/sao/Internal/EXCELL/Attendance-Requirements?sc_lang=en
https://polyuit-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ctclcadm_polyu_edu_hk/IQB0eq8gqhoUT5UWvK4hKn64AXsqv0vsgyEO4E4qehHnVM8?e=7ucX8s
https://polyuit-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ctclcadm_polyu_edu_hk/IQB0eq8gqhoUT5UWvK4hKn64AXsqv0vsgyEO4E4qehHnVM8?e=7ucX8s

Purpose SRfE HiE

To master the Jyutping system and use it to check and correct pronunciation.
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To understand the general usage of Cantonese and its cultural context in Hong
Kong.
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To construct simple phrases and sentences.
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To introduce oneself and make friends.
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To express opinions and views in various situations.
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https://www.polyu.edu.hk/sao/student-development-section/holistic-student-development/extra-curricular-enrichment-for-lifelong-learners-excell-programme/course-contents/cantonese-and-hong-kong-local-culture-for-beginners/#collapse-0

Programme Contents S22 AR
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Face-to-face Lecture

« Course Introduction ZRFZFE 1

1 + MOOC Cantonese Course Demonstration ZLz8~En
« Comparison of Cantonese & Putonghua EZ¥#[1: : 3B ~ =&k ~ 3Bk

+ An Overview of Cantonese Sound System B ZEZE T 47 fif i

MOOC Online Module

2 » Cantonese Sounds (Tone, Initial & Final) BzEzE © B - 2R~ S5
* Greetings FT#HIE

Face-to-face Lecture

3
« Cantonese Culture in Food gr& iy EE
MOOC Online Module

& « Eating & Drinking X &
Face-to-face Lecture

5 « Cantonese Taboo Words, Euphemisms and the like E:E2ESEE  Ffg
EY @ Kiill
MOOC Online Module

6
+ Asking: What, When & Where [t
Face-to-face Lecture

7 « Local Festival Culture A+ & H 1k
MOOC Online Module

8

« Self-introduction #1144


https://www.polyu.edu.hk/sao/student-development-section/holistic-student-development/extra-curricular-enrichment-for-lifelong-learners-excell-programme/course-contents/cantonese-and-hong-kong-local-culture-for-beginners/#collapse-1

Course Schedule SRf2EREZE

Face-to-face

1 Lecture

Online Learning
(MOOC)*

Online Consultation
Session#

Face-to-face
Lecture

Online Learning
(MOOC)*

Online Consultation
Session#

Face-to-face
Lecture

Online Learning
(MOOC)*

Online Consultation
Session#

Face-to-face
Lecture

Online Learning
(MOOC)*

Online Consultation
Session#

14 Oct 2026 (Wed)

Preferably completed by
15 Oct 2026

15 Oct 2026 (Thu)

21 Oct 2026 (Wed)

Preferably completed by
22 Oct 2026

22 Oct 2026 (Thu)

28 Oct 2026 (Wed)

Preferably completed by
29 Oct 2026

29 Oct 2026 (Thu)

4 Nov 2026 (Wed)

Preferably completed by
5 Nov 2026

5 Nov 2026 (Thu)

14.30 - 16.30 2205

edX

Duration: 2 hours Platform

9.30-11.30 Zoom

14.30 - 16.30 2205

edX

Duration: 2 hours Platform

9.30-11.30 Zoom

14.30 - 16.30 72205

edX

Duration: 2 hours Platform

9.30-11.30 Zoom

14.30 - 16.30 2205

edX

Duration: 2 hours Platform

9.30-11.30 Zoom

Details of the Online Learning (MOOC)* modules and Online Consultation Sessions# will be
provided during the first face-to-face lecture.



Instructor £EER

Dr David Yuen

Dr. David Yuen received his PhD in Linguistic and Applied Linguistics from the Research
Center for Language and Language Education at Central China Normal University (CCNU).
His research interests include teaching Chinese as a foreign language, Cantonese, and
Putonghua training. He holds the Certificate of Assessor for the National Putonghua
Proficiency Test (PSC) and is a co-author of the textbook Business Putonghua (3rd edition).
He is also the deputy project leader of the MOOC Cantonese Language and Culture, offered
by PolyU CLC.

Dr. David Yuen has taught Cantonese to Putonghua speakers and non-Chinese speakers
for more than 15 years. He has published several research papers on Cantonese teaching
and learning. He received the Outstanding Teaching Award in 2004 and the Faculty Award
for Outstanding Performance/Achievement in Knowledge Transfer: Society (Team) in
2025.
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https://www.polyu.edu.hk/sao/student-development-section/holistic-student-development/extra-curricular-enrichment-for-lifelong-learners-excell-programme/course-contents/cantonese-and-hong-kong-local-culture-for-beginners/#collapse-4
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