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288 Angus Stevenson, Shorter Oxford English Dictionary (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), vol.
2, pp- 2689.
1 A subdivision of (an act of) a play, in which classic drama by the entrance or departure of one or
more actors and in non-classic drama often by a change of setting; the action and dialogue comprised
in any one of these subdivisions.
2 Any of the pieces of scenery used in a play to depict its setting, consisting chiefly of backcloths
and theatrical props at back and sides of stage; the setting thus presented to the audience. Also, the
pieces of scenery collectively.
3 The action or presentation of a dramatic piece on stage; a play in performance.
4 The place in which the action of (part of) a play is supposed to occur; the setting of a dialogue,
novel, etc.
5 SKENE noun.
6 The stage seen as representing dramatic art or the acting profession. Now only arch.
7 a The place where an action is carried on, business is being done, or events are happening. b A
specified sphere of human activity or interest. ¢ A place where people of common interests meet or
where a particular activity is carried on. Also loosely, an (esp. fashionable) activity or pursuit; a
situation, an experience; a way of life. slang. d A social environment frequented predominantly by
homosexuals.
8 An action, episode, situation, etc., forming a subject of narration or description or occurring in real
life.
9 A view or picture presented to the eye (or to the mind) of a place, a series of actions or events, a
collection of objects, etc.
10 A display of anger or other strong feeling, esp. in public; a row, a disturbance.
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