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Abstract

Under the cultural context of consumerism, as a unique art carrier, movies are
gradually falling into the flowshop-oriented and entertainment-oriented production
mode, embodied mainly in the condition that the intrinsic value and cultural
connotation are being diluted and dispelled, and the humanistic care as well as
thinking depth is gradually disappearing under the tendency of excessive
entertainment. In this case, the emergence of Black Humor Movies is presenting a
new movie art form with its unique philosophical implication and cultural thinking of
aesthetic style in movie history. The Black Humor Movie strives to highlight the
absurd and nihilistic survival environment, and satirize & assail traditional aesthetic
value and aesthetic system, which displays the cultural connotations, including the
loss of individual identity symbol, the fracture of value standard, the absurd and
nihilistic of survival condition, etc.

As a literary genre, Black Humor prevailed originally in the United States in
1960s, which was linked to the reality of the absurdity and indifference. After its
access into China, Black Humor was integrated with China’s local culture, producing
a large number of literature and art with the connotation of Humor Black. After the
new China was founded, it experienced turbulences for many times. The catastrophe
of ten years’ Cultural Revolution even separated the relationship between China’s
culture and western ideological trend of modern culture. During the Cultural
Revolution, all thoughts and cultures were vanished and split out in an unconscious

carnival riot of collectivism where the individual consciousness was suppressed, and
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even the survival itself was dubious. The high-pressure policy, the depressed literary
and art, the restricted ideology, and the delayed economic development made the
whole social environment exist in an extremely depressed atmosphere. The reform
and opening-up in 1978 can be said to be an outlet of the whole society. Later, China
Gradually embarked on a rapid development track. Some scholars states that China is
walking toward the road of "post-socialism" after the reform and opening up.
Originally, the concept of "post-socialism" was proposed by the famous French
left-swing sociologist Alain Touraine. In 1980, Touraine published his book of
Post-socialism, declaring that the socialism has passed away and the human society is
entering the stage of post-socialism. Arif Dirlik, the History Professor of Duke
University, famous sinologist, also the leftist scholar, published one article named
Post-socialism—Reflection on socialism with Chinese Characteristics in 1989, which
calls the society of China after the reform and opening-up " Post-Socialism".

After the reform and opening up, the ideological trend of western culture and the
modern scientific technology rolled in and the consumerism rose up rapidly, which
awoke up the Chinese people from the collectivism carnival of the Cultural
Revolution. Without fully waking up, they were quickly plunged into a new world
which is completely different from the traditional value system. The introspection
after the carnival made them integrate into the society developed like a spiral
gradually. Meanwhile, they got into deep suspicion and denial to the past history. The
vague and impenetrable confusion enabled most of the people to be abandoned before

their integrating into the world. The anxiety and confusion is just the first intuition of



most people to China in "Post-socialist", which is just the foundation of China’s
Black Humor Movies. This thesis makes an attempt to link China’s status quo after
reform and opening-up with Black Humor Movies through the macro-history. Taking
this as an opportunity, this thesis explains the localization reflection of Black Humor
Movies in Mainland China and excavates the deep aesthetic implication and
philosophical connotation of Black Humor Movies by combing its development
thread in China.

Key Words: Black Humor Movies; Post-socialism; Chinese characteristics;
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