
Subject Description 

Subject Code CC2C11P 

Subject Title Celebrated Literary Chinese Writings 

中國古典文學名篇 

Cluster Area History, Culture and World Views  

GUR Requirements 
Intended to Fulfil   

China Study  

Chinese Reading and Writing; 

Credit Value 3 

Level 2  

Pre-requisite /     
Co-requisite/ 
Exclusion 

Exclusion subjects for CC2C11P: CC221, CC3161 and CC3161P 

Medium of 
Instruction 

Putonghua 

Objectives 

 

This course introduces the student to celebrated pieces of classical 
Chinese rhymed and unrhymed writings to reveal the beauty of classical 
Chinese and to uncover the mind and sensibilities of their writers. In 
addition to analytical appreciation of the artistry and literary merits of 
such works, which contribute to the shaping of Chinese culture, their 
generic characteristics will be also studied to guide the student to master 
the theory and basic techniques of classical Chinese and its application to 
present day language use.   

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:  

a) recognize the various forms of traditional Chinese literature 
b) know in depth the worldview, cultural values and social customs 

conveyed in exemplary writings 
c) enhance their ability in critical thinking, analytical reasoning, and 

academic research 
d) learn from a wealth of celebrated pieces compositional techniques to 



improve their own writings 
e) write coherently and elegantly for the conveyance of ideas and 

sentiments 

f) fulfill the Chinese Reading and Writing Requirements 
 
 

Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative Syllabus 

 

1) Significance of literature and writing in Chinese culture  

2) Forms and genres of classical writings 
3) Subject matters and themes of classical writings 
4) Celebrated rhymed pieces: poetry (shi), song lyric (ci),  rhapsody 
(fu), and colloquial song (sanqu) 

 
5) Celebrated pieces of prose   

6) Celebrated pieces of drama 
7) Celebrated pieces of fiction 
8)  Accomplishment and influence of classical Chinese literature on 
modern Chinese literature and world literature 

 
9) Comment and analysis of student writings  

 

Teaching/Learning 
Methodology  

 

The course consists of lecture, discussion, oral presentation, writing 
exercise, and critique of student writings. 

Students will do assigned reading before coming to class. Lectures 
include introduction to the forms and genres of literary and practical 
writings, as well as extensive analysis of celebrated pieces in terms of 
their literary distinction, cultural significance, historical impact, and 
social relevance. 

Students will discuss in classroom and present in tutorial their written 
reports on the emotional-ideological content, social-cultural context, 
artistic accomplishment, and compositional skill of selected pieces. They 
will also do research on selected topics and write academic term papers.      



Assessment 
Methods in 
Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

 

  

Specific assessment 
methods/tasks  

% 
weighting 

Intended subject learning outcomes 
to be assessed (Please tick as 
appropriate) 

a b c d e   f 

1. Attendance and 
participation 

15% v v v v   

2.  Term-end quiz 25% v v v v  v 

3. Tutorial 
presentation and 
written report 

20% v v v v v v 

4. Term paper 40% v v v  v v v 

Total  100 %  

For the fulfillment of CR: students have to demonstrate understanding of 
the items chosen for CR in Term-end quiz as well as in tutorial 
presentations.  

 

Student Study 
Effort Expected 
 

Class contact:  

§ Lecture 26 Hrs. 

§ Tutorial 13Hrs. 

§   

Other student study effort:  

§ Reading 42 Hrs. 

§ Writing 36 Hrs. 

§ Discussion 6 Hrs. 



Total student study effort  123 Hrs. 
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