The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Subject Description Form

Subject Code cC2C12p
Subject Title Chinese Film and Society [ Bt &

Cluster Area

History, Culture and World Views

GUR China Study Requirement
Requirements

Intended to Fulfil

Credit Value 3

Level 2

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/

Exclusion subjects for CC2C12: CC2C12P, CC225 and CC309

Exclusion Exclusion subjects for CC2C12P: CC2C12, CC225 and CC309

Instructor

Medium of Putonghua

Instruction

Objectives This subject is about film and history at the same time. It will lead students

through the development of Chinese film industry from the 1920s to the
present time, in the process of which they will gain an understanding of the
nature of cinematic art as well as the changes in the Chinese society
captured in representative films produced in Mainland China, Taiwan and
Hong Kong. The films of these three regions exhibit a development
trajectory of their own. In putting them in juxtaposition, students will
appreciate the interactions of the film industry of these regions and the
influences they are increasingly exerting on the international level.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a) know the course of the development of Chinese films and the
setbacks they encountered;

b) comprehend the close relationship between Chinese films and

contemporary history and society;
c¢) discourse on the uniqueness of Chinese films;

d) discuss the contribution of Chinese film to world cinema

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

1) The Origin of Chinese Film and Introduction to Film Terms

2) The Subaltern Woman, New Woman, and Female Film Stars in the

Urban Cinema

3) The Metropolis and the Small Town in Republcian China




4) Revolutioanry and Socialist Aesthetics in Chinese Film

5) The Fifth Generation and Remapping Chinese Landscape

6) Adolescence, City and the Memory of The Cultural Revolution

7) Opera, City and Film

8) New Taiwan Cinema and the Reflection upon History and Everyday
life

9) Fetishization of Objects, Nostalgia and the Construct of Hong Kong
Identity

10) Martial Arts Film, Nationalism, and Diaspora (I)

11) Martial Arts Film, Transnationalism, and the Circulation of Chinese

Spectacle (1)
Teaching/L i ) . . o .
Me;:;()l(lllfl/o earning The subject puts high emphasis on the examination of the artistic language
&y of individual film in order to explore the pulse of the times when the film is
produced. Students are therefore required to watch the films (all with
English subtitles) assigned before the lectures in order to participate in the
discussion with the teacher. Students are also required to watch current
Chinese films and then write short reviews on them. Students will learn
how to collect source materials and to do research that will result in the
writing of academic reports under the guidance of the teacher.
Assessment
Methods in Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
Alignment with methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
Intended Learning tick as appropriate)
Outcomes
a b c d
v v
1. Attendance and 10%
participation
10%
2. Final Exam
3.Final paper 50% v v v v
4. Mid-term quiz 10% v v
5. Oral Presentation 20% v v
Total 100 %
Student Study Class contact:
Effort Expected
. lecture 26 Hrs.

= tutorial 13 Hrs.




Other student study effort:
. writing 20 Hrs.
o reading 20 Hrs.
. film viewing 26 Hrs.
Total student study effort 105 Hrs.
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