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Abstract

While people in the (white) English speaking world have been using the phrase civilised/civilized
world for many years, it exploded in frequency in the days and months following the September 11
attacks. Theresult can be described as a new lexical item with strong collocational capacities. British
and American media keep telling us, in recurrent phraseology, who belongs to it, who attacks it,
how it defends itself and what nations have to do to become members. Analysing the British and
American media in terms of how they define nations as belonging to an uncivilized or a civilised
world and how such definitions are received and reacted on by media in other countries shows how
America and Britain exercise a hegemony of global discourse. An investigation of the lexical item(s)
civilised/civilized world thus demonstrates how corpus linguistics can be used to find discourse
patterns and to objectify the results of discourse analysis.
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For free car parking, please contact Miss Zoe Mak to organise a parking voucher (Tel. 3400-3497, egzoemak@inet.polyu.
edu.hk).
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